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WITNESSES 


Defense*  "Witnesses 


SHIR/vTORI,  Toshio  (resumed) 

cont'd)  by  Hr. 
cont*d)  by  I'r. 

(Witness  excused  and 
returned  to  the  dock)3?l54 

SUZUKI,  Tellchl,  (an  accused)  35172 

Direct  by  Hr.  Levin  35172 


Caudle 

Brooks 


Redirect 

Redirect 


r.  Levin 
r.  Logan 


Direct  (cont’d)  by 
Direct  (cont’d)  by 


FTERNOQN  RECESS 


Direct  (cont’d)  by  Hr.  Li 
Cross  by  Brigadier  Nolan 


12  DECEJ’BER  1947 


EXHIBITS 


For  In 
I dent .Evidence 


Pamphlet  entitled 
"Observations  of  the 
Japanese  Government 
on  the  Report  of  the 
Comrlsslon  of  Inquiry  351^2 

Affidavit  of  INOUE, 

Sabure 

Affidavit  of  ru\MEyAMA 

Names  of  Control  Associa¬ 
tions  and  their  com¬ 
petent  authorities 
regulated  by-  the  Act  of 
Organizations 

Ditto 


Ditto 


Affidavit  of  Prince 
HIGASHIKUNI ,  Naruhlke 


ORNING  RECESS 


Affidavit  of  SUZUKI, 
Tellchl  ' 

Affidavit  of  Hu  Lin 

3607  '  Pamphlet  entitled  "China 
Policy  Reference 
Material"  compiled 
September  1933  3 

3607-A  Document  received  from 
Lt -Colonel  SUZUKI  on 
12  July  1933 


3147-C 


r./?; 


Friday,  12  Docenbor  194-7 


INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL 
FOR  THE  FAR  EAST 
Court  House  of  the  Tribunal 
War  Ministry  Building 
Tokyo,  Japan 


The  Trtjunal  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment, 

at  0930. 

Appearances: 

For  the  Tribunal,  all  Members  sitting,  wi%h 
the  exception  of:  HONORABIE  JUSTICE  SIR  willIAM  F. 
''/EBB,  Member  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia,  not 
sitting  from  0930  I6OO. 

For  the  Prosecution  Section,  same  os  before* 
For  the  Pefenso  Section,  same  as  before. 


(English  to  Japanese  and  Japanese 
to  English  interpretation  was  made  by  the 
Language  Section,  IMTFE.) 
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LuRSHAL  OF  THE  COURT:  The  International 
Military  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East  Is ‘now  In  session. 

acting  PRESIDENT:  All  the  accused  are  pres- 
'ent  except  MATSUI  v/ho  Is  represented  by  counsel,  V»e 
have  a  certificate  from  the  prison  surgeon  at  Sugamo 
certifying  that  he  Is  111  and  unable  to  attend  the 
trial  today.  The  certificate  will  be  recorded  and 


filed 


Has  ior,  Caudle  finished  his  redirect? 


iisR.  CaUDLE:  Just  one  question,  your  Honor, 

Before  asking  the  witness  a  question,  I'd  like  to  call 

attention  of  the  Court  to  the  last  four  documents 

Introduced  by  Mr.  Sandusky  yesterday,  namely,  exhibit 

3596a,  3596b,  3597A  and  3598,  It  seems  that  3597A  and 

3598  were  Introduced  for  Identification  only,  and  only 

excerpts  from  these  documents  were  placed  In  evidence. 

V/c  desire  to  request  that  the  entire  documents  be 

placed  In  evidence,  not  to  be  read  at  the  present  time 

but  In  order  that  we  may  refer  to  them  In  summation, 

% 

acting  PRESIDENT:  They  may  be  so  admitted. 
mR.  CAUDLE:  And  also,  If  you  please  — 
acting  PRESIDENT;  V/altJ^untll  the  Clerk  gives 
a  number  to  them. 


ikiR,  CAUDLE:  They  already  have  an  codilblt  num 
bef  but  only  for  Identification. 


V/ell,  let  them  have  the 


acting  PRESIDENT’ 


same  exhibit  No.  and  remove  the  "for  identification 


VVhr.t  are  the  tv/o  exhibit  Nos.  for  identifl 


cation? 


.a.  CAUDLE;  3597a  and  3598. 

rVCTING  PRESIDiINT;  Y/cll,  now,  what  is  the 


situation? 

i-a.  CAUDLE;  All  right,  sir.  He  thlnlcs  it 
is  in.  I  think  it  is  not  in.  Like  the  man  that 
trumped  his  partner's  ace,  I  don't  v/ant  to  take  a 


chance. 

If  it  please  the  Tribunal,  it  seems  there  is 
some  confusion.  He  Insists  it  is  in  evidence;  and. 


if  it  is  in,  I  don't  Insist .that  it  be  placed  in 


again, 

ACTING  PRESIDENT;  Apparently,  every  document 
except  the  book  v;as  placed  in  evidence.  The  book 
itself  was  received  for  identification  only,  so  the 


record  can  stand  as  it  is 


LiiR,  CAUDLE;  V^ell,  sir,  there  seems  to  be 


some  conflict  in  the  translations,  and  I  would  like 


to  refer  all  four  document*  to  the  translation  section 


ACTING  PRESIDENT;  You  have  all  been  told 


many  times  that  you  can  do  that  without  referring  it 


REDIRECT 


SHIRATORI 


to  the  Tribunal 


I  have  Just  one  question  for 


iJiiR  •  CaUDLE 


TOSHIO  SHIRATORI,  on  accused,  resumed 


the  stand  and  testified  through  Japanese  interpret 


as  follows: 


REDIRECT  EXA-iINATION 


BY  liR.  CaUDLE  (Continued): 

Q  Lir-.  SHIRATORI,  you  stated  on  yesterday  that 


you  collaborated  in  the  drafting  of  the  Japanese  reply 
to  the  Lyt-'.-on  Report.,  Please  explain  to  the  Tribunal 
Just  what  part  you  took  the  matter. 

A  Among  the  porsons  eentioned  by  the  prosecu¬ 


tor  yesterday  v/ho  participated  in  drafting  the  reply 


one  of  the  most  Important  members  was  omitted,  and 


that  person  was  Dr.  Baty,  an  Englishman,  an  adviser 
to  the  Foreign  Office,  i^y  v/ork  was  to  put  into  Japan¬ 
ese  the  draft  reply  prepared  in  English  by  Dr.  Baty. 

Q  Then  you  had  no  part  in  the  actual  formula¬ 
tion  of  the  document  itself? 


THE  iiONITOR:  Japanese  court  reporter 
(V;hereupon,  the  Japanese  court 
reporter  read.) 


'  ’  L'-9 * , 


-'’.'l  - . 


.;■ 


SHIRATORI 
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35,145 
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THE  INTERPRETER*  Not  much. 

iJR,  CAUDLE:  I  think  Mr.  Brooks  has  some 

questions. 

acting  RESIDENT:  uir.  Brooks* 

MR.  BROOKS:  If  the  Tribunal  please,  on 

page  35  — 

acting  PRESIDENT:  Pardon  me.  For  which 

accused? 

MR.  BROOKS:  For  MINAMI, 

MR.  SANDUSKY:  May  It  please  the  Tribunal,  I 
am  Informed  this  is  not  cross-examination. 

MR,  BROOKS:  Certainly  not,  I  would.n*t  be 
here.  On  redirect. 

TilE  MONITOR:  Will  the  court  reporter  repeat 
that  statement? 

(V/hereupon,  the  last  statement 
was  read  by  the  official  court  reporter.) 

MR,  BROOKS:  That  should  be  clarified  by 
saying,  I  wouldn*t  be  here  at  this  time.  This  Is 
the  time  for  redirect. 
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35,146 


REDIRECT  EXAMINATION  (Continued) 


BY  m»  BROOKS: 

Q  Mr.  Witness,  at  page  35,082,  the  question 
was  asked:  "Is  it  not  true  that  in  October  1932  you 
were  appointed  a  member  of  a  committee  entitled, 
•Committee  for  Drafting  the  Protest  to  the^ytton 
Report ' ?"''«nd  you  answered:  "No  such  committee  was 
ever  created  for  such  a  specific  purpose,  but  I -did 
take  part  in  drafting  the  Japanese  reply  to  the 
Lytton  Report." 

Now,  as  I  understand,  in  your  last  answer 
to  your  counsel  that  this  drafting  of  the  Japanese 
reply  was  merely  a  transcribing  from  the  English  into 
Japanese  and,  I  take  it  from  that, that  we  may  infer 
that  the  original  draft  was  therefore  not  prepared 
by  you  and  was  prepared  in  English  by  other  personnel? 

A  Yes. 

/ 

Q  However,  you  are'  familiar,  of  course j  with 
the  reply -in  its  entirety,  are  you  not? 

A  Well,  at  that  time  I  remembered  the  contents 
very  well  but  today  I  have  completely  forgotten. 
However,  if  I  may  see  a, copy  I  might  refresh  my  memory. 

Q  I  wanted  to  ask  you  if  the  copy  that  was 
shown  you  yesterday  that  was  marked  exhibit  3427-A, 
if  that  is  the  original- reply  from  the  Japanese  filed 
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v/ltK  the  commission  or  if  that  was  Just  a  copy  from 
a  Japanese  source  of  the  original? 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  Hov/  does  this  affect 

riNAIII? 

MR.  BROOKS:  I  will  connect  it  up,  I  promise 
you,  your  Honor. 

A  I  think  it  is  the  original  of  the  Japanese- 
Correction:  I  think  it  is  a  pamphlet  published  by  the 
■foreign  Office  based  upon  the  original  of  the  Japanese 
reply. 

0  Now  I  will  hand  you  an  official  document  of 
the  series  of  the  League  of  Nations  publications  of 
Political  Division  VII  for  1932.  This  official  docu¬ 
ment  of  the  League  of  Nations  series  is  marked,  if 
you  will  look  at  the  front,  Mr.  V/ltness,  C775  M366, 
1932,  VII,  is  it  not? 

A  Yes. 

Q  In  the  lower  corner  of  that  document  is  it 
not  stamped  as  an  official  document  by  the  publisher 
of  the  series  of  League  of  Nations  publications. 
Political  Subdivision  VII  for  1932? 

A  Yes,  as  you  say. 

Q  Now,  can  you  tell  from  a  perusal  of  that 
document  if  it  is  a  copy  published  by  the  League  of 
Nations  body  and  made  from  the  original  report  or _ 


REDIRECT 


SHIRATORI 


reply  which  they  must  have  received  from  zne 

A  Well,  I  have  no  time  to  read  the  entire 
document  here  now,  but  from  the  entire  form  as  I  see 
It  here,  i  believe  that  this  Is  probably  as  you  say. 

document  from  the  League  of 


Q  An  official 
Nations? 

A  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  mistake  aooux  xnax. 

Q  And  does  the  subject  matter  contained  therein 

cover  the  reply  verbatim  that  you  took  part  in  drafting 
from  the  English  to  the  Japanese? 

A  I  believe  that  it  is  so. 

Q  Now  I  want  to  ask  you  another  question  or 

two  before  I  come  back  to  that  document. 

At  the  time  of  the  V/AKATSUKI  Cabinet,  you  have 

testified,  I  believe,  that  you  were  in  the  Foreign 

Office? 


Q  That  Baron  SHIDEHARA  was  the  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs  and  that  General  MINAMI  was  the 
Minister  of  War  in  that  cabinet? 


REDIRECT 


SHIRATORI 


by  Japanese  In  various  attempts  to  establish  a  new 
political  authority  in  Manchuria? 

A  I  believe  that  such  Instructions  of  the 
Japanese  Government  v;ere  incorporated  or  quoted  In 
the  reply. 

Q  Can  you  state  anything  as  to  the  date  that 
such  Instructions  to  Japanese  officials  in  Manchuria 
were  given? 

A  With  regard  to  the  date  I  have  no  recollection 

Q  Would  it  refresh  your  recollection  if  I 
would  say  that  on  the  26th  of  September  instructions 
were  issued  to  the  Japanese  officials  in  Manchuria 
strictly  forbidding  partlcipatibn  by  any  Japanese 
in  various  attempts  to  establish  a  new  political 

authority  in  Manchuria? 

A  Yes,  I  think  somewhere  about  that  time. 

ACTING  PIJESIDENT:  Mr.  Brooks,  my  attention 
has  been  called  to  this  rule  of  the  Court*  "Other 
counsel  for  individual  accused  may  examine  a  witness 
on  redirect  examination  only  on  matters  brought  out 
on  cross-examination  and  specifically  relating  to  his 
client  and  not  covered  by.  the  general  redirect  examin¬ 
ation." 

What  was  brought  out  on  cross-examination 
specifically  relating  to  MINAI.II?  _ ' 


SIIJ.RATORI 


RI  DIRECT 


*.IR.  BROOKS:  Specifically,  I  wouldn't  say 
th£t  there  was  rnyth-’ng  soecificrlly.  However,  there 
was  cross-examination  into  the  matters  of  the  relations 
between  the  Foreign  Office,  of  which  this  men  ..rs  a 
member,  and  the  War  Ministry,  of  which  MINAMI  wes  the 
herd.  And  there  wes  suggestions  that  some  of  the  younger 
members  .of  the  '"ar  Ministry  may  have  been  trying  to 
get  information  for  something  thft  the  prosecution  may 
later  try  to  letol  as  improper  activities  on  their  nert. 

I  v/cnt  to  show  the  position  of  the  'rr  Minister  in  this 
matter  and  the  way  thrt  I  am  trying  ^o  do  that  is  to 
show  what  his  action  had  been  to  this  witness'  testi¬ 
mony,  and  what  the  nurpose  of  this  reply  was  and  also 
how  in  the  V'ar  Ministciy  MINAMI  and  others  relied  uuon 
the  Information  that  they  obtained  to  this  reply  from 
the  Foreign  illnlstery. 

liy  examin^'tion  is  especially  aimed  at  starting 
at  pave  35,072  and' thereafter  in  the  references  of  the 
orosecution  to  the  younger  officers  of  the  var  Ministry. 
I  went  to  find  from  this  examination  I  am  into  now  how 
much  information  this  men  has  on  this  point  which  I  con 
prove  in  the  official  publication  from  the  Let gue  of 
Nations  that  he  did  have  knowledge  of,  and  follow  that 
with  the  documents  that  he  saw  or  may  have  seen  during 
this  oeriod. 
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certrin  of  thrt. 

‘  ACTING  PRESIDENT;  Not  until  v/g  decide  this 

2 

question, 

^  Objection  sustained  by  a  mcjority. 

^  JO.  BROOKS:  ’’hat  is  my  position  now  cs  I 

^  understand  it,  your  Honor?  Is  the  Court  saying 

^qTING  PRESIDENT:  Your  position  now  is  that 
this  line  of  cross-examination  must  be  discontinued. 

HR.  BROOKS:  I  understand  that  that  is  upon  the 
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Objection  of  the  prosecution  that.  MINAMI  is  not  impli¬ 
cated  in  the  cross-examination  and  the  Court  says  thf t 
I  don't  have  that  right  to  cross-examine  since  my 

I 

accused  is  not  implicated  in  it. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  V/hatever  understanding  you 

havo  is  your  own, 

MR.  BROOKS:  I  v/ould  like  to  ask  that  the  docu 
ment  handed  the  witness  be  marked  for  identification 
cs  exhibit  3427A  since  it  is  an  official  publication  .of 
the-  League  of  Nations  and  not  a  copy  as  was  so  in  the 
other  instances.  And  I  would  like  for  the  record  to 
show  that  I  made  the  proffer  of  proof  and  an  offer  at 
this  time  of  this  document  into  evidence  for  that 
purpose  for  the  pert  shown  on  page  28,  the  second  full 
paragraph  therein,  for  the  defense  of  General  MINAI^I. 
CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Pamphlet  entitled 


REDIRECT 
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Observations  of  the  Japanese  Governmenti  on  . 

of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry  will  receive  exhibit  No. 

36r»0  for  identification  only. 

(Whereupon,  the  document  above 

referred  to  was  marked  defense  exhibit 
No.  3600  for  identification.) 

MR.  SANDUSKY:  Mr.  President,  I  object  to  tl 

admission  into  evidence  of  any  excerpt  of  the  exhibit 

Just  offered  for  identification. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  You  don't  have  to  object 

ahead  of  time. 

ME.  SAMJUSlOr:  I  understood,  sir  —  Mr.  Pre 
dent,  I  wasn't  clear  myself,  but  counsel  informs  me 
KB.  BROOKSt  I  made  a  proffer.  I  made  a 
nroffer  and  in  making  the  proffer  I  offered  it  into 


any  are  — 

ISR.  BBOOKS:  All  in  the  same  document.  I  of¬ 
fered  it  into  evidence.  After  having  it  marked  for  iden 
tification  I  offered  it  into  evidence  and  Mr.  Sandusky 


SHIRATCRI  REDIRECT 


ACTING  PRESIDENT:  Whatever’ the  situation  is, 

such  documents,  if  any,  are  rejected. 

IiTv.  BROOKS;  I  thought,  your  Honor,  since  this 

was  an  official  document  itself,  it  could  not  have 
the  objection  that  it  was  propaganda  or  something  of 
that  sort.  There  was  no  proper  objection  against  it. 

That  is  why  I  offered  it. 

MR.  CAUDLE:  Itr.  President. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Caudle. 

m.  CAUDLE:  We  have  concluded  the  nresent- 
atlon  of  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  accused  SHIBATORI 
at  this  time. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  The  witness  will  resume 
his  place  in  the  dock. 

'  (Whereupon,  the  witness  was  excused.) 


Dh.  TAKAYAhAGlJ  Ik*.  President,  I  am 
TAKaYAKAGI,  counsel  for  the  accused  SUZUKI,  and 
desire  to  reid  the  opening  stotoraent  on  his  behalf. 

ACTIi^G  PRESILENT;  Wait  until  the  Members 
of  the  Tribunal  have  received  their  copies. 

DR.  TAKAYAWAGI:  Our  opening  statement  for 

"Brevity"  is  said  to  be 


^ I  the  accused  SUZUKI  is  brief 
I  "the  soul  of  wit"  but  we  hope  that  in  this  particular 

8  I 

9!  instance  it  will  also  be  a  symbol  of  Innocence. 
jQ  1,  The  prosecution  accused  SUZUKI  for  the 

11  ‘interest  he  evinced  in  politics  around  the  years  1931 

12  I  and  1932  (page  16,927  of  the  record).  In  order  to 

:  show  that  such  interest  was  not  of  any  sinister  but 

1-*!  en  the  contrary  of  a  laudable  kind,  we  shall  produce 

i  the  witness,  IHOLE,  Saburo.  He  will  testify  as  to  the 

}  circumstances  in  which  SUZUKI  became  acquainted  v/ith 

;  Prince  KOIiOYE,  Marquis  KIDO  and  Baron  HARADA,  end  also 

,  as  to  the  reason  for,  and  the  character  of,  the  con- 

'  versa tions  whicli  SUZUKI  conducted  with  Marquis  KILO 
20  I 

and  Baron  HAIiaDA. 

2.  The  prosecution  appears  to  imply  that  the 
22 

Commodity  Mobilization  Plan  and  other  plans,  in  the 

engaged  after  his 


preparation  of  which  SUZiUKI  was 
appointment  as  President  of  the  Planning  Board,  hod 
as  their  elm  and  object  the  initiation  of  hostilities 


In  order  to  shov/ 


r.geinst  Amorlce  end  Groat  Britain 
that  they  were  nothing  of  the  kindy  we  already  called 
os  witness,  MAYAMA,  Kanji,  former  investigator  of  the 
Planning  Board*  We  coll  the  attention  of  the  Tribunal 
to  his  testimony  which  is  to  bo  found  on  pages  18,357 

to  18,379  of  the  record. 

3*  lir.  Liebert  alleges  in  his  testimony 
(page  8,406  of  the  record),  that  SUZUKI,  as  President 
of  the  Planning  Board,  controlled  Japanese  economy 
conjointly  with  the  hoods  of  the  Control  Associations* 
In  order  to  show  that  the  President  of  the  Planning 
Board  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Control  Associations 
we  propose  to  produce  defense  document  No*  2839"'A,  B, 


4*  The  prosecution  accuses  SUZUKI  of  a  politi 
cal  role  he  played  durinr  the  last  days  of  the  Third 
KONOYE  Cabinet.  Wo  admit  that  SUZUKI  played  some  part 
toward  the  formation  of  the  succeeding  cabinet  by 
Prince  HIGaSHIKUKI,  In  order  to  show,  however,  that 
the  endeavors  of  the  accused  wore  motivated  by  his 
earnest  desire  to  bring  diplomatic  negotiations  with 
America  to  a  success,  we  shall  call  HIGASHIKUNI, 
Karuhiko  to  testify  as  to  how  SUZUKI  beseeched  him  to 
rtrtneonf.  form  t.he  succeeding  cabinet,  if  so  directed 


characterized  Benedictus  de  Spinoza,  the  Dutch 
philosopher,  v/hen  he  defclarod  in  a  magisterial  air 
"HiiTTiRnas  actionea  ncji  ridero,  nsji  lugQIS,  nsSliiS. 


Mr.  Levin  will  now  proceed  to  present  evi¬ 
dence  on  behalf  of  the  accused  SU/.UKI, 
aCTILG  a-.ESILEWT*  Mr.  Levin, 
lit.  LEVIK:  May  it  please  the  Tribunal, 

V/o  offer  in  evidence  defense  document  No. 
2899,  the  affidavit  of  INOUE,  Scburo,  in  relation  to 
General  SUZUKI 's  activities  in  the  early  30* s. 

The  prosecution  has  advised  us  that  they  do 
not  propose  to  cross-examine  any  of  the  v^itnesses 
who  will  testify  on  behalf  of  the  accused. 

ACTING  PRESIDEliT;  It  will  be  admitted  in 


evidence, 

CLEhK  OF  TH.J  COULT:  Defense  document  2899 

will  receive  exhibit  No,  3601, 

(Whereupon,  the  document  above 
referred  to  was  marked  defense  exhibit 
No,  3601  and  received  in  evidence,) 

iix.  LEVIN;  I  proceed  to  read  exhibit  3601, 

omitting  the  formal  ports. 

"1,  I  was  Marquis,  member  of  the  House  of 
Peers  and  Major,  General  of  the  Japanese  Army,  Since 
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my  childhood  I  have  had  close  associations  with  KIDO, 
Koichi,  and  KONOYE,  Fumimaro,  by  reason  of  my  father’s 
friendly  intercourse  with  their  families*  Baron  HARADA, 
Kumao,  private  secretary  to  Prince  SAIONJI,  the  Elder 
Statesman,  has  become  also  an  intimate  friend  of  mine 

through  KIIX)  and  KONOXB* 

”2.  During  my  service  in  the  Army  I  come  to 

contract  close  friendship  with  SUZUKI,  Tcilchi.  He 
was  my  good  companion  in  golf  tournaments  os  well  os 

in  'chonoyu',  the  tea  ceremony. 

"3*  l' often  invited  KIDO,  KOHOYE,  HAKADA  and 

SUZUKI  to  dinner  parties  at  my  homo.  As  SUZUKI  often 
mot  KIDO  and  the  others  nt  my  homo,  ho  seemed  to  have 

also  become  friendly  v/lth  thorn. 

”4,  I  \ics  Informed  0  bout  o  projected  coup 
d’etat  called  the  March  Incident  some  time  after  it  had 
been  disclosed.  It  was  my  belief  that  SUZUKI ’s  admoni¬ 
tions  to  the  insurgents  hod  been  one  of  the  patent 
factors  in  checking  the  outbreak  of  this  incident. 

I  once  told  my  close  friend  HAhiJiA  something  to  that 

effect. 

"5.  Around  August  and  September,  1931  (Showra  6) 
rumors  regarding  the  March  Incident  gradually  began  to 
spread.  And  along  with  this  an  increasing  tendency 
appeared  among  young  captains  and  lieutenants  to  discuss 


_ U 
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not  only  politics  but.ovon  almost  openly  to  advccoto 
the  necessity  cf  notloncl  ronovaticn  by  the  use  of 
military  force. 


CO  P. 


"Judging  fron  v/hst  I  was  told  by  kiia)  nna 
H/.RADA,  Count  MiJCINO,  Lord  ICocpor  of  tho  Privy  Sc^al, 
and  Prince  SAIONJI,  the  Elder  Stc.tesnon  were  most 
viorried  about  unlr.v<ful  wovenients  of  this  kind*  '  ith 

le  sound  dovoloproK-nt 
they  ordered  then  (KIDO 


a  view  to  snoothing  the  Vrcy  for  thi 
of  parliamentary  govurnnent, 
and  HARADA)  to  collect  information  and  discuss  with 
some'  of  the  moderate  and  right  minded  officers  of  the 
army  to  study  the  raetViods  of  maintaining  military 
discipline  in  the  army. 

"Probably  it  was  for  this  reason  that, 

when  KIDO,  HARADA  and  SUZUKI  net  at  dinner  parties  or 
»  « 

"tea  Ceremony  at  my  home ,  KIDO  and  Hi'»RADA  often  put 

questions  to  SUZUKI  and  myself  about  the  state  of 
affairs  in  the  army  and  sounded  our  views  concerning 
the  maintenance  of  military  discipline.  These  meet¬ 
ings  were  not,  however,  hold  for  any  political  purpose. 
They  wdre  ordinary  social  gatherings  among  friends,  in 
the  course  of  which  politics  were  incidentally  dis¬ 
cussed." 

Signed  "INOUE,  Saburo,  on  this  24th  day  of 
October,  1947." 

No.  3  on  our  order  of  proof,  defense  document 
No,  197,  will  be  tendered  \;ith  the  evidence  of  Hr. 
SUZUKI. 
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I  now  of  for  dv^fousc  documont  No,  2901, 
thy  r.ffidc:vit  of  I'J'ilEYm,  Koiclii,  to  tho  uffoct  that 
the  Planning  Board  had  no  authority  in  rolntion  to 
orisonurs  of  war. 


fvidonce. 


ACTING  PRESIDENT:  It  will  bu  odraittod  in 


CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Dofonsu  document  No, 


2901  will  ruceivo  exhibit  No,  3602, 

I  (’'’herei;ipon,  tho  documont  above 

referred  to  was  marked  defense  exhibit 
No.  3602  and  received  in  evldonce.) 

lilR.  LEVIN:  I  now  read  defense  document, 
exhibit  3602,  the  testimony  of  KAMEYAIiA,  Koichi,  omitting 
tho  formal  parts: 

) 

"1,  I  Sv.rved  os  Director  of  the  Third 
Division  of  the  Planning  Board  from  November,  194^1, 

•to  July,  194-3 • 

"2.  The  Planning  Board  was  not  invested ‘With 
any  authority  \:hatsoever  in  relation  to  the  management 
Tof  the  Prisoners  of  War,  and  the  Planning  Board  did 
not  formulate  any  principles  for  the  transfer  and 
employment  of  prisoners  of  viar,  nor  was  it,  during  my 
tenure  of  office,  ever  entrusted  to  do  so, 

"3,  I  was  shown  exhibit  1971(u) ,  on  abstract 
from  the  'Foreign  Affairs  Monthly  Report'  for  September, 
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for  c<^nv«jninf;  such  mo  usings . 

"Ono  of  ny  subordinrtos ,  th«jruforo,  con- 
sontud  to  this  roquust  of  thu  Prisoners  of  V/nr  Informa¬ 
tion  Bureau  and  convened  the  moetin/?  in  heaalf  of  the 
said  bureau.  The  five  principles  enumerated  in  the 
first ’paragraph  in  exhibit  1971 ({0  was  presumably  one 
which  was  read  by  the  ^ar  Ministry  official  in  charge 

of  the  said  bureau  at  the  said  meeting, 

"4.  The  said  meeting  was  decidedly  not  one 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Planning  Board.  It  waf 
a  meeting  held  ^^ndor  the  auspices  of  the  Prisoners  of 
War  Information  Bureau  for  which  the  Planning  Board 
merely  lent  its  conference  room,  and  for  the  conven¬ 
ing  of  which  it  rendered  its  services  according  to  the 
customary  way  in  such  cases.  I  had  given  my  approval 
to  the  loan  of  the  conference  room,  but  I  did  not,  of 
course,  notify  the  president  or  the  vice-president  of 
such  routine  matters. 

"5,  The  'Foreign  Affairs  Lonthly  Report'  was 
not  distributed  to  the  Planning  Board." 

Signed,  "ICAMEYilMA,  Koichi,  on  this  27th  day 

of  August,  194-7." 

V/e  offer  in  evidence  defense  document  No. 
2839,  A  and  B,  in  relation  to  control  associations  and 
which  Indicate  the  ministries  that  had  competent 


r.uthority  over  those.  It  will  be  nrJtod  tTals  PicJinlrig 

Board  had  no  Jurisdiction  ^vor  th..so  ninistrios, 

V/o  vjlll  not  read  this  but  as!:  that  it  bu 
•  % 
nado  a  part  of  the  transcript  of  the  record, 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  It  will  be  adnlttod  in 


evldonco, 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Dofonse  docununt 
2839,  A  and  B,  will  roceivo  exhibit  No,  3^03 , 

MR.  LEVIN:  T:-.at  exhibit  nuEiber  should 
include  A  and  B  in  the  principal  one,  that  is,  the 
throe  documents t 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT;  Correction:  Defense 
document  2839  will  receive* exhibit  No,  3^03;  defense 
document  2839A  will  receive  exhibit  Ho.  3603A5  defense 
document  2839B  v;ill  receive  exhibit  No.  3603B. 

('/hereupon,  the  documents  above 
referred  to  v)cre  nar!:ed  defense  exhibits 
Nos.  3603,  3603A,  and  3603B,  respectively, 
and  received  in  evidence.) 

I'lR.  L’  VIN:  Ur.  President,  may  the  reporters 
be  directed  to  transcribe  these  into  the  record. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  They  will  do  so. 

;  (Dofonao  Exhibit' No.  3603,  which  was 

not  road,  is  as  follows:) 


"Nrnu  of  Control  Associations  ?nd  their 
competent  authorities  regulated  by  the  Act  of  Organizo' 
tions  of  Principal  Industries, 

"Name  of  Association*  Shipbuilding  Control 


Association 


"Date  of  Authorization*  January  27,  1942 
"Conpetunt  Minister*  Minister  of  Comnunl 


cation 
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(Defense  exhibit  3603-a,  which  was 
not  read,  is  as  follows:) 

"Names  of  Control  Associations  and  their 

I 

competent  authorities  regulated  by  the  Act  of 
Orrsnizations  of  Principal  Industries. 

Name  of  Association;  Date  Authorization; 
Competent  I'inlster: 

"Iron  and  Steel  Control  Association, 

April  26,  1941,  Minister  of  Commerce  and  Industry; 

"Coal  Control  Association,  November  26, 
1941,  ditto; 

"Nines  Control  Association,  December  28. 
1941,  ditto; 

"Cement  Control  Association,  lecember  l8, 
1941,  ditto; 

"Vehicles  Control  Association,  December 

22,  1Q41,  ditto; 

"Automobile  '"ontrol  Association;  Pecember 

23,  1941,  ditto; 

"Precision  Instruments  Control  Association, 
January  10,  1Q42,  ditto; 

"Electrical  Machines  Control  Association, 
January  12,  1942,  ditto; 

"Industrial  ?'achines  Control  Association, 
January  1?,  1Q42,  ditto; 


'Tetallic  Industry  Control  Association, 
February  1,  194-2,  dittos 

"Light  J^etals  Control  Association, 

September  1,  1942,  ditto; 

"Hides  and  Leather  Control  Association, 
September  21,  1^42,  ditto; 

"Oil  and  Grease  Control  Association, 

'ecember  1,  1942,  ditto; 

"Chemical  Industry  Control  Association, 
October  30,  1942,  ditto. 

"Hubber  Control  Association,  January  25^ 

1943,  ditto; 

"Fibre  Control  Association,  October  31i 
lf'43,  ditto." 

(defense  exhibit  3603-B,  which  was  not 
read,  is  as  follov/ss) 

"Names  of  Control  Associations  and  their 
competent  authorities  regulated  by  the  Act  of  Organi¬ 
zations  of  Principal  Industries. 

"Name  of  iissociatlon,  Pate  of  Authorization, 
Competent  ?»lnister: 

"The  Pailroad  and  Tramway  Control  Association, 
Hay  30,  1942,  Hinister  of  Transportation." 

▼e"now;orfer  defense  document  No.  2900,  the 
affidavit  of  Prince  "IGASHIKTTNI,  Naruhlko  in  relation 
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to  the  selection  of  a  Prime  I'inlster  on  the  fall  of 

the  Third  KOKOYE  Cabinet  and  prior  to  the  selection 

,  • 

of  TOJO  as  Prime  Minister  in  October,  1941. 

ACTING  PRFSIDENT:  It  will  be  admitted  in 

evidence. 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT,  Defense  document  2900 

will  receive  exhibit  No.  3604. 

(’•hereupon,  the  document  above  re-  I 

f erred  to  was  marked  defense  exhibit  3604  end 

received  in  evidence.) 

,»R.  LEVIN:  I  now  read  exhibit  3604,  the 
tertimony  of  Prince  viqaSHIKUNI,  omitting  the  formal 
parts: 

"1.  On  thj  ovcing  of  October  15,  1941,  the 
Prime  Mlnistor,  Prince  KONOYE,  crlled  at  r.y  residence 
end  asked  me  to  head  the  next  cabinet  since  his  cabinet 

had  decided  to  resign.  I 

"2.  Early  the  next  morning  Teilchl  SUZUKI, 

President  of  the  Planning  Board,  called  on  me  and  made 

a  statement  to  the  following  effect: 

'  '“I  have  been  directed  by  the  Prime  Minister, 

Prince  KONOYE,  to  explain  to  Your  I  ighness  the  present 
condition  of  our  national  strength  so  that  the  same  may 
duly  be  taken  into  account  by  Jour  Highness  in  the  event 
your  Hlghnjss  forms  the  next  cabinet..  Recently,  the 


AiTtoricnn— Jcipcinoso  nogotlntions  ono  connoncing  u  wai 
against  Anorica  and  Britain  aro  in  the  ascendant,  but 
it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  do  our  utmost  to  avoid  such 
a  war,  and  especially  in  view  of  the  present  condition 
of  our  national  strength.  Considering  the  negative 
attitude  of  the  navy,  which  has  to  bear  the  brunt 
in  the  event  of  a  war  with  America,  it  must  be  de¬ 
clared  highly  dangerous  that  army  people  should  bo 
urging  for  war.  But  since  Prince  ICONOYE,  is,  after 
all,  a  mere  subject,  it  is  beyond  his  power  to  evade 
the  war/  There  is  no  other  alternative  ^than  to  roly 


Princo  KONOYE  s>^nt  r>  luttur  to  nu,  xnrougu 
prlvnto  secretary,  notifying  uio  that  the  question 
rugerding  the  resignation  of  his  cabinet  and  the 
consequent  cabinet  fornatlon  by  mu  had  been  shelved. 

'•4,  I  had  urged  PritAo  Minister,  Prince 
KONOYE,  on  August  3  and  on  September  5>  194^1 »  and 
also  \irgod  upon  the  War  Minister,  General  TO  JO,  on 
September  7,  1941,  that  they  do  their  level  best  to 
bring  ‘Anorican-Japanese  negotiations  to  a  successful 
conclusion,  thus  allaying  deep  anxiety  of  His  Majesty, 
Ts _ _  T  mnv  .  therefore,  that  both  of 
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'°''  Please  a 

’  ^Pllchi. 

PP  eccusejj 


naoie? 


appear 


22  'Correct? 


®°P‘ained 


p'-lden 


I  was  despokv.  ' 

financial  and  economic  praco*. 

October,  1920,  I  was  ordered  to  be  stationea  e»w  ^  S- 
hai  where  I  stayed  to  the  end  of  TJIarch,  1922,  to 
ofnflv  Chinese  affairs.  From  April,  1922,  to  August, 
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^  MARSHAL  OF  THE  COURT:  The  International 

2  Military  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East  is  now  in  session. 
,  ACTING  PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Levin. 


r  F  I  I  C  H  I  SUZUKI,  an  accused,  being  first 
duly  sworn,  testified  through  Japanese  inter¬ 
preters  as  follows: 

DIRECT  EXAMINATION 

BY  MR.  LEVIN: 

Q  v/ill  you  please  state  your  name? 

A  SUZUKI,  Toiichi. 

Q  Are  you  an  accused  in  this  case? 

A  Yes. 

IJR.  LEVIN:  Will  Captain  Van  Meter  kindly 
hand  the  witness  defense  document  No.  2902? 

(Whereupon,  a  document  was  handed 
to  the  witness.) 

i  Q  Does  your  signature  appear  on  that  document? 

j  A  Yes. 

1  Q  Are  the  contents  contained  therein  true  and 

I 

'correct? 
j  A  Yes . 

im.  LEVIN:  I  offer  in  evidence  defense 

I 

document  No.  2902,  the  testimony  of  SUZUKI,  Telichi, 


on  his  own  behalf. 
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ACTING  PRESIDENT:  It  will  Ue  admitted  in 
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Dvidence. 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Defense  document  2902 

will  receive  exhibit  No.  3^05. 

(Whereupon,  the  document  above 

referred  to  was  marked  defense  exhibit 
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No.  3605  and  received  J.n  evidence.) 

MR.  LEVIN:  I  now  read  the  evidence  of 

SUZUKI,  Teiichi,  exhibit  3605* 

"I,  SUZUKI,  Teiichi,  having  first  been  duly 

sworn  on  oath,  in  accordance  with  the  procedure 
followed  in  my  country,  depose  as  follows: 

"PART  I 

"(1)  I  was  born  in  Chiba  Prefecture  on 
December  I6,  I888.  I  graduated  from  the  Military 
Academy  on  May  28,  1909,  and  was  attached  to  the  l8th 
I  Infantry  Regiment  (Toyohashi).  In  December,  1913, 

I  was  ordered  to  enter  the  Army  Staff  College  from 
which  I  graduated  on  November  27,  1917.  In  1918  I 
■became  attached  to  the  General  Staff  Office.  In  1919 
I  was  despatched  to  the  Ministry  of  Finance  to  study 
financial  and  economic  practice  for  one  year.  In 
;  October,  1920,  I  was  orderedtobe  stationed  at  Shang- 
;  hal  where  I  stayed  to  the  end  of  March,  1922,  to 
,  study  Chinese  affairs.  From  April,  1922,  to  August, 
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1923,  I  was  a  member  of  the  General  Staff.  From 
September,  1923,  to  March,  1926,  I  was  ordered  to 
be  stationed  at  Peking  as  Assistant  Military  Attache 
to  the  Japanese  Legation.  In  April,  1926,  I  was 
attached  to  the  48th  Infantry  Regiment  (Kurume)  and 
in  August  of  the  same  year,  I  was  appointed  Battalion 
Chief  of  the  sam.o  Regiment.  In  1927,  I  was  a  member 
of-  the  General  Staff  Office.  In  February,  1929,  I 
was  sent,  as  a  student  to  England,  returning  in 
October,  1929.  On  December  10,  1929,  I  was  again 
appointed  as  Assistant  Military  Attache  to  the 
Japanese  Legation  in  Peking.  In  January,  1931,  I 
became  attached  to  the  Bureau  of  Military  Affairs 
in  the  War  Ministry.  In  August,  1933,  I  was  anpolntcd 
Chief  of  the  Intelligence  Corps  of  the  War  Ministry. 

On  March  5,  1934,  I  was  appointed  Chief  Secretary 
of  the  Research  Section  of  the  Army  Staff  College 
and  concurrently  instructor  in  Military  Science.  In 
I  May,  1935,  I  held  the  office  of  investigator  at  the 
i  Cabinet  Bureau  of  Investigation.  On  August  1,  1936, 

I  I  was  appointed  Regional  Commandvr  of  the  14th  In¬ 
fantry  Regiment  stationed  at  Tongnlng,  Manchuria. 

:  In  November,  1937,  I  was  attached  to  the  l6th  Home 
I  Division,  with  Headquarters  in  Kyoto.  In  April,  1938, 
1  I  was  appointed  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Third  Army 


DIPECT 


SUZUKI 


Regiment  stationed  at  Mutangian,  Manchuria,  un 
December  l6,  1938,  I  was  appointed  Chief  of  the 
Political  Section  of  the  China  Affairs  Board.  On 
April  4,  1941,  I  retired  from  military  service  havj 
been  placed  on  the  reserve  list  and  became  Minis tei 
without  Portfolio  and  concurrently  President  of  th< 
Planning  Board  in  the  Second  KONOYE  Cabinet,  con¬ 
tinued  as  such  in  the  Third  KONOYE  Cabinet  and  the 
TOJO  Cabinet  until  I  resigned  on  October  8,  1943* 
"(2)  As  I  look  back  upon  my  past  life  I 
feel  that  five  things  have  deeply  influenced  my 
career,  my  outlook  on  life,  and  my  political  ideas 
"First,  mv  training  as  a  professional 
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a  lively  interest  in  the  practical  problems  of  national 
economy.  This  interest  was  further  intensified,  during 
my  service  as  a  Cabinet  investigator  in  1935-6,  by  com 
ing  into  personal  contact  with  officials  of  various 
Ministries  and  with  a  number  of  economic  experts.  The 
above  experience,  of  a  non-military  character,  enlarged 
my  mental  vision  and  taught  mo,  for  instance,  to  look 
at  problems  of  national  defence,  not  in  themselves 
alone,  but  in  the  texture  of  the  entire  national  life 
This  broader  view  of  national  defence  was  especially 
helpful  in  doing  my  work  as  president  of  the  Planning 
Board,  the  practical  function  of  which,  prior  to 
December  1,  1941,  lay  not  so  much  in  making  smooth  the 
way  for  military  preparations,  as  in  moderating  the 
demands  of  the  armed  services,  so  as  to  safeguard  the 
national  economic  life,  which  was  becoming  more  and 
more  strained  through  the  China  Incident  extending  over 
four  years . 

"Third,  my  sojourn  in  England  as  a  student 
during  the  year  1929,  though  not  a  long  one,  exerted  a 
deep  influence  on  my  modes  of  thought.  It  taught  me 
to  look  at  my  country  objectively  and  from  an  inter 
national  standpoint.  It  made  mo  deeply  conscious  of 
the  shortcomings,  spiritual  and  material  of  our  people 
as  well  as  of  our  backwardness  in  natural  science,  and 
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s<.vcd  no  from  that  blind  and  narron-mlndcd  patriotism 
which  military  education  Is  apt  to  cultivate. 

"Fourth,  my  frequent  contact  with  China  and  j 

the  Chinese  was  no  small  factor  for  moulding  my  life 
and  thought.  Hy  father  was  a  student  of  Chinese  clas¬ 
sics  and  m.y  home  education  was  such  to  arouse  my 
interest  In  things  Chinese.  Then  my  stay  In  Shanghai  , 
d.urlng  October,  1920,  to  March,  1922,  and  my  sojourn  In 
Peking  during  September,  1923,  to  March,  1926,  and  I 

during  January,  1930,  to  January,  1931,  as  Assistant  , 

Military  Attache  to  the  Japanese  Legation,  afforded  mo  , 
ample  opportunity  to  become  Intimately  acquainted  with 
the  Chinese  people  and  to  cultivate  friendships  with 
many  leaders  In  China.  It  enr.blcd  me  to  study  political 
affairs  In  China  at  close  range  which  made  me  sympa¬ 
thetic  with  the  Chinese  nationalist  movement.  In  Jan¬ 
uary,  1927,  I  was  despatched  as  a  liaison  oi fleer  by 
:  War  Minister  UCAKI  to  meet  General  Chlang  Kai-shek, 
then  on  his  northern  expedition.  I  had  an  interview 
with  him  at  Kluklang  and  learned  from  him  his  Ideas 
^  and  aspirations  he  cherished  regarding  the  execution  of 
'  the  Chinese  Revolution.  Thereafter,  my  sympathy  for 
!  the  nationalist  movement  was  all  the  more  Intensified. 

;  Most  of  my  Chinese  frl.nds  were  thus  of  the  Kuomlntang 
!  Party,  not  military  men  of  the  old  school.  «ga^. 
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during  1931-1933)  I  assigned,  as  part  of  my  duties, 

|,c  task  of  assisting  the  supervision  and  guidance  of 
Lsltlng  Chinese  military  students.  I  taught  the  hls- 
ery  of  Chinese  nationalism  to  the  students  of  the 
rmy  Staff  College,  when  I  served  as  Instructor  In  that 

nstitution. 

All  these  experiences  naturally  deepened  my 
nderstandlng  of  andmoulded  my  friendly  attitude  to- 
,ard  the  Chinese  people.  They  had  cultivated  my  eon- 
rletlon  that  the  aspirations  of  the  Chinese  people  for 
:he  recovery  of  her  national  rights  would  be  realized 
in  duo  course  of  time  and  that  Japan  should  assist  and 
so-operate  with  the  Now  China  represented  by  the  Nation¬ 
alist  Party.  The  course  of  events  In  the  Slno-Japanese 
relations  ran  contrary  to  the  direction  I  hoped  for, 
but  my  views  on  China -s  destiny  did  not  thereby  suffer 
any  change.  I  have  read  an  affidavit  by  Mr.  Hu  Lin, 
defence  document  197,  obtained  by  my  American  counsel 
during  his  recent  trip  to  China.  I  am  glad  to  know 
that  one  of  my  Chinese  friends  understands  me  thorough¬ 
ly,  even  after  these  deplorable  years  of  military  con¬ 
flict  between  the  two  nations,  though  I  feel  ashamed 
to  think  and  regard  It  as  a  tragedy  that  I  was  utterly 
helpless  in  checking  the  catastrophic  course  of  For 
Eastern  politics."  _ 
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At  this  time,  may  it  please  the  Tribunal, 

I  offer  in  evidence  d€fiense,id<)Otunerrt  No,  197,  the 
affidavit  of  Mr.  Hu  Lin,  which  relates^  to  the 
defendant*  s  attitude  toward  China, 

ACTING  PRESIDENT t  Brigadier  Nolan, 

BRIGADIER  NOLAN*  If  it  please  the  Tribunal, 
the  prosecution  objects  to  a  large  portion  of  this 

document,  197. 

The  second  paragraph  on  the  first  page,  beginninj 

with  the  words  "I  have  known,,."  deal  with  matters  which 
occurred  in  the  year  1927  and  are  immaterial  tr  any 
issue  raised  in  this  case.  It  is  submitted  that  this 
paragraph  has  no  probative  value  and  should  be  excluded, 
V/ith  regard  to  the  third  paragraph,  which 
begins  on  the  bottom  of  page  one,  the  pr^'secution  objects 
to  the  first  and  last  sentence  in  that  paragraph.  Those 
are  the  sentences  beginning  with  the  words  "At  that 
time.,."  and  "In  those  years..."  And  the  objection  is 
based  upon  the  ground  that  it  contains  only  the  opinion 
of  the  deponent. 

The  prosecution  objects  to  the  last  paragraph 
with  the  exception  of  the  first  six  lines.  That  portion 
of  the  paragraph  beginning  with  the  words  "From  my 
Information,,."  down  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph,  sets 
out  certain  reasons  of  the  dej)onent  which  prompted — 
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him  to  form  an  opinion  which  is  set  out  in  that  para¬ 
graph.  It  is  submitted  that  this  matter  is  objectionable 
and  ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  record. 
acting  PRESIDENT!  LIr,  Levin. 

MR.  LEVIN*  Mr.  President,  I  have  no  serious 
objection  to  the  omission  of  the  first  sentence  in 
paragraph  three  end  the  last  sentence  of  that  paragraph. 
In  relation  to  the  objection  pertaining  to 

t 

I  paragraph  two,  the  first  one  that  was  made, that  relates 
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to  1927,  of  course  is  not  tenable  because  that  is  merely  j 
a  preliminary  statement  as  to  when  the  witness  met 
SUZUKI.  The  Ta  Kung  Pao  Press  of  Shanghai  and  other 
cities  in  China  is  the  "New  York  Times"  of  China.  Mr. 

Hu  Lin  who  had  a  very  excellent  opportunity  of  knowing 
SUZUKI  and  knowing  v/hat  he  did,  knsw  the  things  he  did, 
j  is  able  to  state  them.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
!  supplements  the  statem.ent  made  by  Mr.  SUZUKI  in  his  j 

affidavit  or.  page  3,  where  he  said  that  his  acquaintance-; 
ship  in  Japan  etfer.^dhim  opportunity  to  become 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  Chinese  people  and  to 
cultivate  friendships  with  many  leaders  in  China. 

!  It  is  indicated  in  the  last  sentence  of  para-  j 

graph  2  —  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Members  of  j 
the  Tribunal  have  the  affidavit  before  them,  I  think 


I  may  call  direct  attention  to  it  —  that  he  sympathized  , 
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[with  the  Kuomlntang  and  edvocoted  thpt  Japan  should 
[help  bring  forth  cooperation  between  the  Generalissimo 

The  relations  between 


and  UarshalLChang  Hsueh-llang 

i 

(»r*’na  and  Japan  were  a  matter  of  great  Importance, 

We  have  had  evidence  here  that  certain  persons 
belonged  to  military  clinues.  Here  is  a  distinguished 
Dubllcist  of  China  indicating  —  who  testifies  in  this 
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,0  opinion  evidence.  And  v/hile  I  do  not  concede  that  it 
s  opinion  evidence,  nevertheless,  I  am  very  certain 
hnt  had  I  knov/n  of  that  ruling  at  that  time,  I  might 
ery  well  have  worded  this  affidavit  in  such  a  way 
.hat.  there  w'ould  be  no  objection  to  its  admissibility, 
n  any  event, 

ACTING  PRESIDENT*  By  a  majority  the  objection 
s  sustained  ps  to  the  first  sentence  and  the  last 
lentence  of  the  paragraph  starting  at  the  bottom  of  page 
me,  and  as  to  the  next  paragraph  except  the  first  six 


With  that  exception- the  a 


SUZUKI 


DIRJXJT 


35,182 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
2(2 

23 

24 


admitted  in  evidence.  1 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT*  Defense  document  197 

will  ^receive  exhibit  No.  36O6, 

(Whereupon,  the  document  above  re¬ 
ferred  to  was  marked  defense  exhibit  No.  3606 
and  received  in  evidence.) 

MR.  LEVIN*  I  read  the  testimony  of  Hu  Lin, 
exhibit  No.  36O6,  os  admitted  in  evidence  by  the  Tribunal. 

“I,  Hu  Lin,  do  swear  on  my  conscience,  that  the 

following  is  true* 

"My  name  is  Hu  Lin,  and  I  am  a  resident  of  • 
Shanghai,  China,  end  have  been  for  upwards  of  fifty 
years.  I  read,  write  end  understand  the  English 
language.  I  am  presently  one  of  the  owners,  general 
manager,  publisher  and  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Ta  , 
Kung  ?ao  Press,  published  at  212  Hanking  Rood,  Shanghai, 
China.  The  Ta  Kung  Pao  Press  is  published  in  Shanghai, 
Chungking  and  Tientsin,  and  has  one  of  the  largest 
circulations  of  any  newspaper  published  in  Shanghai. 

t 

In, 1945  I  was  a  delegate  to  the  Son  Francisco  Conference 
representing  China  at  this  conference  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  United  Nations'  Organization;  in  1943  I 
was  a  member  of  a  Chinese  Mission  which  was  sent  to 
Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  of  integrating  the  war 
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"I  hate  knov/n  end  been  personally  acquainted 
Viith  Lieutenant  General  SUZUKI,  Teiichl,  of  Japan  for 
upwards  of  almost  twenty-five  years.  As  a  publisher 
I  have  been  familiar  with  the  relations  of  China  and 

I 

Japan  for  many  years.  When  I  was  on  my  way  to  Hankow 
in  1927,  I  met  General  SUZUKI  for  the  first  time  aboard 
a  ship  and  we  stayed^  in  the  same  cabin.  We  talked  a 
lot.  At  that  time,  my  paper  was  published  in  North 
China  which  v/as  then  under  the  rule  of  v/arlords. 
Generalissimo  Chiang  Kai-shek  had  Just  started  his 
North  Expedition  and  China  had  not  yet  been  unified, 

1  came  to  the  South  with  the  purpose  to  investigate  the 
Kuomlntang  rule,  V/hen  I  met  SUZUKI,  I  discovered  him 
to  be  a  scholar,  though  a  soldier  by  profession.  Ho 
knew  much  about  political  and  economical  problems.  He 
sympathized  with  the  Kuomlntang  and  advocated  that 
Japan  should  help  bring  forth  cooperation  between  the 
Generalissimo  and  Marshal  Chang  Hsueh-liang, 

"Then  I  met  him  once  or  twice  in  Peiping  later 
on.  •  In  1935  I  went  to  Japan  and  called  on  him  at  his 
house.  The  Sino-Japanese  relationship  was  getting  worse 
by  that  time  nnd  he  still  advocated  Sinq- Japanese 
cooperation.  After  the  dutbreak  of  the  Sino-Japanese 
V/ar  in  1937,  my  paper  v/as  evacuated  to  the  interior 
and  personal  relations  with  my  Japanese  friends  were  cut 
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-In  those  yeors  thTrt  out-. 

"I  knev/  thnt  his  fpther  hr.d  hrd  n  sympathetic 

interest  in  Chinn  and  had  at  one  time  taught  Chinese 
to  Japanese  students.  I  knew  too  thnt  General  SUZUKI 
had  trained  and  worked  with  Chinese  students  who  came 
to  Japan  for  military  training.  I  have  known  too  that 
during  the  war  he  was  a  president  of  the  Planning 
Board  and  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  without  portfolio. 

From  ray  information  and  knowledge  of  his  career  and 

from  the  fact  — 

ACTING  PRESIDENT »  Ibrnt  is  out. 

HR,  LEVIN*  (Reading  continued) 

"This  affidavit  was  prepared  after  consultation 
with  me  from  information  given  by  me,  and  thereafter 
I  carefully  examined  and  studied  same  and  the  facts 
made  therein  conform  to  the  facts  as  I  knev/  them  in  j 
relation  to  General  SUZUKI,  Teiichi. 

"/S/  Hu  Lin 

"On  the  12th  day  of  December,  1946." 
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II  continue  with  SnzUKI's  testimony,  the 
last  paragraph  at  the  bottom  of  page  4; 

"Lastly,  not  only  was  my  view  of  Japanese 
politics,  national  and  International,  deeply  In¬ 
fluenced,  but  the  last  phase  of  my  official  career 
as  a  civilian  administrator  and  statesman  was  deter- 
mined  by  my  frequent  contacts  with  Prince  KONOYE, 
Marquis  KIDO,  and  Baron  J^ARADA.  Since  my  name  Is 
often  mentioned  In  KIDO-s  Mary,  it  might  also  be 

proper  for  me  to  elucidate  here  my  relations  with 
them. 

"There  were  among  my  seniors  In  the  army 
'ar,uls  IMOUB,  saburo.  rarquls  INOUE  was  newer 
V  immediate  superior  officer  m  the  army,  but  since 
IS  early  as  In  1919,  when  Marquis  IMOUE  and  1,  then  s 
leutenant,  were  assigned  at  the  Finance  r-lnlstry 
0  study  financial  and  economic  affairs  together 
a  became  very  friendly  with  each  other,  i^rquls 
WUE,  therefore,  often  Invited  me  to  Join  him  In 

>lf  tournaments  or  to  esslst  at  tea-ceremony  held 
’  residence.’ 

"Marquis  INOUE  was  a  man  of  noble  birth  and 
ound  moderate  views,  having  been  educated  In 
Eland.  He  was  rather  of  a  quiet  disposition  and 
S  not  enjoy  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  He  was. 
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however,  on  very  intimate  terms  witn  iwiw*..-, 

Fumiraaro,  I^arquis  KIDO,  Kolchi,  whom  he  had  known 
from  his  childhood  and  throuph  them  also  with  Baron 
KARADA,  Kumao.  Thus  when  I  was  invited  by  Marquis 
INOUF.,  naturally  I  had  opportunities  to  meet  KONOYE, 
KIDO,  and  FARADA,  with  whom  I  also  became  quite 
Intimate.  In  the  course  of  golf  tournaments  or 

parties  KIDO  and  FARADA  often  Inquired  of  me 


dinner 

regarding  the  Internal  conditions  of  the  army. 

Since  about  July,  1931  especially,  they  seemed  to  be 
keenly  interested  to  obtain  information  about  the 
state  of  the  army  circles.  'Various  rumors  had  then 
afloat  concerning  what  is  generally  known  as  the 

14  Inarch  Affair,  and  Prince  SAIONJI,  the  Elder  States- 

15  Iman,  and  Count  MAI^NO,  the  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal, 

16  I  for  whom  FARADA  and  KIDO  v/ere  secretaries  respect- 

17  ively,  were  seriously  concerned  over  the  rumored  sub- 
ni  jversive  activities  of  army  officers  and  directed  their 

secretaries  to  gather  information  and  study  measures 

AS  I  looked  upon 
I  used  to  tell 


been 


for  keeping  them  under  control 
P’ARADA  and  KIDO  as  my  close  friends 
them  frankly  about  what  I  know, 

"After  that  told  them  from  time  to  time 


about  the  state  of  affairs  within  the  army.  Through 
our  informal  frank  and  friendly  chats  about  politics 
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I  could  also  obtain  much  Information  regardinp  the 
inside  movements  of  the  political  world.  Prince 
KONOYE,  Marquis  KIDO,  and  Baron  HARADA  were  ardent 
admirers  of  Prince  SAIONJI's  liberalism  in  politics 
and  their  political  views  exerted  no  small  Influente 


upon  me. 


"During  1936-1^38,  when  my  assignments  were 


in  Manchuria  and  at  Kyoto,  our  intimate  contacts  were 
for  a  time  suspended.  However,  since  December  1938, 
when  T  was  removed  to  Tokyo  to  assume  my  work  at  the 
China  Affairs  Board,  our  contacts  were  resumed.  It 
was  chiefly  my  friendship  with  Prince  KONOYE  and 
the  latter's  confidence  in  me  by  reason  of  my  long 
association  with  him  that  made  me  give  up  my  long 
military  career  in  npril  1941. 

"(3)  My  views  on  international  political 
affairs  affecting  Japan,  a  statement  of  which  will  be 
helpful  in  elucidating  the  nature  of  my  behavior  on 
various  oecaslons,  may  be  outlined  as  follows: 

"As  stated  above,  I  felt  much  sympathy  for 
the  Chinese  nationalist  movement,  and  my  Chinese 
friends  v/ere  mainly  personalities  connected  w'ith  it. 
Furthermore,  my  observations  of  and  studies  in  Chinese 
political  affairs  came  to  convince  me'  that  with  the 
gradual  awakening  of  the  Chinese  people  the  recovery 
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of  her  national  rights  would  be  the  natural  course 
of  development  in  China.  So  it  was  my  basic  con 
ception  of  the  Sino-Japanese  relations  that  Japan 
should  endeavor  to  bring  about  order  and  stability  , 
of  ^ast  Asia  by  assisting  and  cooperating  with  the 
New  Chine  represented  by  the  Nationalist  Party, 
on  terms  of  equality. 

"Regarding  the  Soviet  Union,  I  thought  that 
the  Russian  people  were  perfectly  free  to  live  under 
any  government  they  chose,  though  the  dictatorial  and 
totalitarian  form  of  government  res  not  palatable  to 
me.  However,  I  felt  no  small  disquietude,  especially 
over  those  activities  of  the  Third  International, 

1  then  generally  believed  to  have  been  conducted  under 
I  the  guidance  of  the  Soviet  Union,  which  aided  and 
>  abetted  the  subversive  and  revolutionary  movements 
^  in  Rast  Asia,  especially  in  Japan.  Those  aspects 
*  of  the  Japanese  Communist  movement  which  advocated 
9  the  abolition  of  the  Umperor-system  by  revolutionary 
Tiethods  and  which  discredited  all  religion  through 
’  i’arxian  materialistic  philosophy  were  especially 
^  ^abhorrent  to  me.  On  the  other  hand,  for  preventing 
[the  communistic  revolution  in  Japan  I  considered 
It  essential  that  Japanese  statesmen  adopt  measures 

^  that  the  livelihood  of  the  people  be  more  adequately 

1  _ 
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■•I  W8S  well  awore  from  my  knowledge  of  his¬ 
tory  that  war  between  major'  powers  viould  bring  great 
national  disasters  whatever  the  outcome  of  the  war-. 
T  therefore  believed  that  a  war  between  Japan  and  th 
Soviet  'Jnlon  should  be  avoided  by  all  means.  1 
thought  that  the  £in£  a-m  nsn  ‘he  maintenance  of 
pSace  between  the  two  countries  were  (1)  that  the 
Soviet  "nlon  cease  to  support  the  Third  Internation, 
in  the  Far  vest,  and  (2)  that  competition  In  armame. 
between  the  two  nations  be  terminated.  It  was  also 
_..  t.heorv  that  In  order  to  liquidate  the 
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make  ample  provlalon  for  any  ovantuallty,  although 
matlculoua  care  must  be  employed  by  Japan  to  avoid  • 
conflict. 

"Vis  a  vlJ.  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
states, v,k^  I  regarded  as  militarily  one  and  Insep- 

Irablo,  I  was  convinced  that  Japan  should  keep  on 
,ke  most  friendly  terms  with  them  and  that  she  should 
.ever  make  them  our  enemy  unless  Indeed  we  are  mili¬ 
tarily  attacked  or  placed  under  an  Immediate  menace  of 
,ttaok.  This  was,  I  thought,  a  matter  of  course 
!ven  looked  at  solely  from  the  standpoint  of  our  net- 
lonal  defence.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  serious 

potent lei  danger  lay  In  the  North. 

"The  Nazi  conception  of  dictatoriel  and 

totalltarirn  government  v-es  not  In  harmony  with  my 
political  views  any  more  than  that  of  the  Soviet 
TTnlon.  I  hod  o  high  regard  for  many  excellent  traits 
of  the  German  people,  but  my  political  sympathy  was 
not  with  the  Hitlerite  Germany.  I  was  strongly 
opposed  to  the  proposed  conclusion  of  the  Triple 
Alliance,  and  especially  so  as  Germany  wrs  then  at 
war  v/ith  Great  Britain,  with  which  country  we  must 
keep  on  friendly  terms.  I  was  then  only  a  Section 
Chief  of  the  China  Affairs  ’^oard  and  certainly  not 
”  in  a  position  officially  to  express  ony  vie-s  on^such 
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- - ;;;;rT'tcad~my  private  opinion  about  . 

matters .  However,  I  toia  my  v 

,u,ust  to  By  old  friend  Prince  KOPOYB  -..hen  he 

orpenlted  the  Second  KONOYE  Ceblnet,  but  then  the  . 

rouEh  outlines  of  policy  hed  almost  been  determined, 

and  It  res  not  possible  for  me  to  move  him.  nfter 

beceme  Clnlster  without  Portfolio  In  the  KONOYE 

cabinet,  I  found  that  the  Triple  Hlllenoe  ves  one  of 

the  serious  obstacles  te  the  eencluslon  of  the  Amerl- 

can-Japanese  negotiations. 

"After  the  outbreak  of  the  German-Soviet  ar, 

therefore,  1  presented  my  opinion  to  Prince  KONOyr 

that  It  would  be  better  to  terminate  the  Triple 

Alliance  by  reason  of  the  gross  Gorman  perfidy  to-ard 

Its  Per  Eastern  Ally.  The  Premier  teld  me  that  he 

rould  consult  the  Foreign,  .'.rmy,  end  Navy  I'lnlsters 

about  It,  but  my  suggestion  made  to  KONOYE  was  not 

realised  through  sturd-  opposition  shown  by  Foreign 

Hlnister  I'ATSUOKA. 

"(4)  During  the  period  covered  by  the  Ind 
raent  my  status  was  that  of  c  milltarv  officer  un 
I  became  a  civilian  by  being  appointed  to  the  presi¬ 
dency  Gf  the  Planning  Board.  However,  the  offices 
of  the  Cabinet  Investigator  and  the  Chief  of  the 
Political  Section  of  the  China  uffalrs  Board  v;ere 
civlllrn  in  character,  though  I  did  not  forfeit  my 
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military  status  by  assuming  them. 

'•During  1931  pnd  the  ensuing  years  when  I 

served  at  the  Bureau  of  rilitary  Affairs  in  the  ^ar 
Uinistry,  I  was  much  concerned  over  the  subversive 
renc'^ation-  movements  of  young  officers.  I*y  endeavor 
outside  of  my  regular  duties  during  that  period  v;es 
therefore  directed  toward  the  maintenence  of  dis¬ 
cipline  within  the  army.  T  tried  to  dissuade  such 
young  officers  ns  erme  to  see  me,  tendering  my  advice 
to  my  superior  to  keep  vigilant  eyes  on  and  to  provide 
proper  guidance  for  them.  I  explained  the  condition 
in  the  army  to  KIDO  and  HARADA,  secretaries  to  Count 
MAKING  and  Prince  SAIONJI  respectively,  with  a  desire 
that  the  situation  be  wisely  dealt  with  under  the 
guidance  of  these  farsighted  and  experienced  states¬ 
men. 

j  "(5)  During  my  services  in  Tianchuria,  one  in 

1  1936-1937  as  Regional  Commander  at  Tongning  and 
'  ;  another  in  1938  as  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Third  nrray 
'  at  Mutangiang,  incidents  on  the  Manchurian-Siberirn 

border  were,  so  to  speak,  the  order  of  the  day.  I 

2 

, feared  that  those  minor  incidents  might  develop  into 

I  I 

^  a  major  conflict  between  the  two  countries.  So  during 
j  i my  service  at  Tongning  I  devised  a  plan  of  my  own 
jto  obviate  them.  I  fixed  an  operation^  _^j^dpry-line 
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tv.'o  to  four  kilometers  Inslc’e  the  treety  boundary¬ 
line  and  ordered  my  men  never  to  resort  to  force 
unless  the  operational  boundery-line  v.ts  invaded. 

So  on  the  boundary  with  the  defense  of  vhich  I  was 
charged  there  was  not  a  single  instence  of  conflict. 

In  view  of  this  success  of  my  plan  at  that  time, 
v;hen  I  became  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Third  Army  I  per¬ 
suaded  the  Commander  of  the  array,  YAM/ DA,  Otozo  to 
adopt  the  same  plan.  On  the  boundary  v'lth  the  defense 
of  which  the  Third  Army  was  held  responsible  not  a 
single  case  of  border  incident  took  place  during  my 
service. 

"(6)  The  China  Incident  commenced  in  North 
China  during  my  stay  in  Tongning.  I  deeply  deplored 
such  developments,  but  as  a  Regional  Commander  in  the 
remote  corners  of  ^astern  I'enchuria,  I  could  do  noth¬ 
ing  but  watch  the  situation  with  great  anxiety  for 
the  future. 

"Then  I  was  called  beck  to  Tokyo  at  the  end 
of  1938  to  occupy  the  post  of  Chief  of  the  Political 
Section  of  the  China  Affairs  Board,  the  broad  out¬ 
lines  of  our  policy  relative  to  the  China  Incident 
had  already  been  decided  upon  by  the  High  Commend  and 
the  government.  Many  features  of  the  above  policy 
v.'ere  diametrically  opposed  to  my  fundamental  ideas  on 
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Chine,  end  were  of  such  nnture  cs  could  not  be  approved 
by  me  In  the  light  of  ny  knowledge  of  Chinese  affairs. 
As  a  Section  Chief  of  the  Chino  affairs  Board,  I  hed 
to  execute  the  duties  assigned  to  me  v/ithin  the  frame- 
v'ork  of  such  a  policy.  Hov/ever,  I  did  ray  very  best  to 
deal  with  matters  falling  v>'ithin  my  purviev/  in  a  way 
which  was  most  consonant  with  my  convictions,  so  that 
the  broader  national  policy  Itself  might  in  due  course 
of  time  so  transform  itself  in  practice  as  would  be 
in  harmony  with  my  basic  ideas.  So  I  set  about  my 
task  with  the  following  principles  ns  my  personal 
guide:  (1)  cooperation  betveen  the  Chinese  and  Japa¬ 
nese  nations  on  terms  of  equality;  (2)  the  security 
of  the  Chinese  Inhabitants  in  the  war-stricken  areas; 
and  (3)  respect  for  the  rights  and  Interests  of  the 
Powers  in  China. 

"Thus  ny  efforts  were  so  directed  that  the 
Chinese  property  under  the  control  of  the  Enemy 
Property  Custodian  be  returned  to  its  respective 
owners,  that  Interference  of  the  Japanese  in  the 
political  affairs  of  the  Chinese  regimes  be  minimized. 

J  did  my  best  also  to  hove  the  freedom  of  navigation 
in  the  YongtgeRiver  by  the  PovTrs  be  restored.  For¬ 
ever,  these  policies  even  if  decided  upon  by  the 
central  authorities  along  the  lines  tov/ard  which  I _ 


eras.vored  ™s  not  speedily  reelUed  by  reoson  of 
loeol  conditions,  cspcclelly  of  operotlonel  require¬ 
ments.  The  estebllshment  of  nc:  repines  In  Chins  res 
of  course  Incompetlble  with  my  basic  Ideas  regerdlnp 
Chinese  affairs,  but  It  had  been  e  fixed  policy  over 
which  1  had  no  control.  I  worked .  however,  on  the 
hypotheses  that  such  was  but  a  temporary  phenomenon 
In  the  course  of  military  operations,  which  would 
I  cease  to  exist  If  the  hostilities  ca-e  to  an  end, 
and  that  the  early  termination  of  hostilities  end 
the  restoration  of  peace  between  the  two  countries 
was  the  one  thing  needful  for  restoring  Chinese 


politics  to  run  their  natural  course. 


V-.!-.  '  ' 
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"(7)  In  April  1941  Prince  KONOYE  asVod  me  to 

2 

accept  the  post  of  t^e  Presidency  of  the  Planning  Board, 

saying  that  the  Cabinet  had  decided  to  make  both  the 
4 

P^lnlster  for  Commerce  and  Industry  and  the  President 
of  the  Planning  Board  to  resign.  Personally  I  was 
then  reluctant  to  leave  my  military  career  by  accepting 
such  an  offer.  But  since  I  was  told  bv  my  old  friend 
Prince  KONOYE  that  he  as  the  Pr^me  I  Inlster  would  be 
tlaced  In  an  awkward  predicament  In  case  I  declined 
the  offer,  I  finally  gaye  my  consent  to  the  appointment,. 

"Thus,  on  Anrll  4,  1941,  when  after  having 
been  promoted  to  Lieutenant  General,  I  retired  from 
military  service  and  was  appointed  PUnlster  Without 
Portfolio  and  concurrently  President  of  the  Planning 
Board,  '"he  precedent  for  conferring  on  the  Planning 
Board  Preslde^’t,  tHg  status  o^  THnlster,  had  been  set 
from  the  time  of  my  predecessor.  Because  of  this 
status  I  was  privileged  to  attend  cabinet  meetings, 

3Ut  I  understood  that  ’^v  primary  function  lay  In  the 
p.vecutlon  of  the  business  of  the  Planning  Board  under 
the  control  of  the  Prime  IJlnlster,  as  provided  In 
the  Organization  of  the  Planning  Board, 

"(9)  The  first  task  that  confronted  me  upon 
nv  assumption  of  the  presidency  of  the  Planning  Board 
was  the  drawing  up  of  a  commodity  mobilization  plan, 
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or  plan  for  allocation  of  vital  materials,  for  the 

1  year  1941,  This  plan  had  already  been  Initiated 
time  earlier  In  the  year  before  I  assumed  this  office 
This  plan  was  to  have  been  ccrcleted  by  the  end  of  March, 

But  because  of  divergence 


some 


and  put  in  operation  April  1st 

cf  views  among  the  various  ministries  concerned,  no 

decision  had  been  reached  before  I  was  appointed  to 

the  Flannlne  Board.  V/hen  I  was  aopolnted  President 

of  the  Planning  Board,  Prime  Minister  KONOYE  said  to 

me:  ^It  may  be  quite  natural  that  In  view  of  the 

current  International  situation,  demands  made  bv  the 

armed  'forces  should  become  all  the  more  insistent. 

^’ov/ever,  the  national  economic  life  Is  now  much  strained 

after  four  vears  of  the  China  Incident.  I  wish  that 

vou  perform  your  worV  with  that  In  mind.*  I 

understood  that  I  was  especially  chosen,  not  blindly 

* 

to  comply  with  the  oxhorbitant  demands  then  made  by  the 
Arrov  and  the  Nayy,  but  to  see  that  the  allocation  of 
yltal  commodities  be  made  In  such  way  as  not  to  exhaust 
the  verv  sources  of  the  nation's  economic  power  through 
over^concentratlon  on  the  production  of  munitions  and 
to  secure  the- nation's  cultural  life  as  much  as  possible. 
Accordingly,  I  established  an  organ  In  the  Planning  Board 
concerned  exclusively  with  the  necessaries  of  life,  and 
Initiated  a  special  plan  for  mobilizing  such  commodities. 
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apart  from  the  general  Commodities  robllizatlon  Plan, 

Pjnd,  I  endeavored  to  ad  .lust  the  demands  of  tlw  various 
Ministries  from  this  broader  viewpoint. 

"Then,  from  the  en^  of  June,  I  was  confronted 
with  two  events  o^  major  Importance.  One  of  them  was 
the  Ger^lan••^ovlet  'far,  rendering  It  1:  possible  for  Japan 
to  obtain  sneclal  steel,  machine  tools  and  other  items 
which  we  had  planned  to  Import  from  Germanv  via  Mberla. 
The  other  was  the  sending  of  Japanese  troops  to  southern 
French  Indo-Chlna  in  Julv,  which  brought  in  Its  wake 
the  economic  blockade  of  Janan  b’^  America,  Great  Britain 
and  other  countries,  cutting  off  our  anticipated  supply 
of  scrap  iron,  petroleum,  fertilizers,  and  other  vital 
commodities,  ^rom  this  time  on  I  was  compelled,  as  a 
matter  of  mv  official  buslnf'ss,  to  feel  a  special  concern 
over  the  Japanese-Amerlcan  negotiation, 

"(9)  I  cannot  ‘ecollect  having  attended  the 
Imperial  Presence  Conference  of  Julv  2,  1941.  But  I 
remember  having  heard  from  Prime  Minister  KONOYE  toward 
the  o.'d  of. June  —  verv  likely  June  30  —  that  our  troops 
might  bo  despatched  to  .southern  ’^ench  Indo-Chlna,  For 
fear  l-^st  such  a  move  should  lead  to  a  situation 
agg.’'avating  Ja  ^anese-Amarlcan  relations  and  adding  anothei 
obstacle  to  the  formulation  of  our  commodity  mobilization 
plan,  which  was  alreadv  beset  with  manv  difficulties,  I 
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1  voiced  piy  view  that  it  would  bo  a  serious  matter  if 

2  we  should  ever  be  subjected  to  an  economic  embargo, 

3  The  Prime  Minister  said  that  the  step  was  imperative 

4  in  order  to  ward  off  an  immediate  danger  of  a  war  with 

5  the  Soviet  Union.  Inasmuch  as  the  step  was  not  directed 

6  against  America  or  Britain,  Americans  would  understand 

7  if  we  fully  explained  our  purpose.  Unfortunately,  what 

8  I  had  feared  became  a  fact.  Japan  found  herself 

9  economically  Isolated  from  America,  Britain,  the 

10  Netherlands,  and  other  Powers.  -Ve  were  obliged  now  to 

11  redraft  our  commodity  mobilization  plan  in  accordance 

12  with  the  new  sUuatlon.  Thus,  our  commodity  mobilization 

13  plan, sanctbnod  bv  the  Cabinet  meeting  on  August  22,  1941, 

14  was  formulated  so  as  to  ensure  self  supplv  and  self 

15  sufficiency  as  much  as  possible  in  respect  of  vital 

16  commodities,  with  a  view  to  guaranteeing  the  security 

17  of  national  livelihood  as  well  as  to  preserve  the  people'; 

18  sense  of  security  with  regard  to  national  defense, 

19  "(10)  However,  while  I  thus  tried  to  effect  a 

20  compromise  between  the  ministries  and  to  draw  up  a 

21  commodity  mobilization  plan  of  a  sort,  I  keenly  realized 

22  that  Japanese  economy,  which  had  depended  for  so  many 

23  years  on  foreign  trade,  would  be  ruined  if  kept  Isolated 

24  for  any  extended  period,,  fo  I  asked  the  Prime  I'inister 

25  for  the  readjustment  of  the  Japanese-Amerlcan  relations 
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j  knd  rr,con)nrndPd  that  stppsj  be  taken  In  such  a  way  as 

2  ,ould  brtng  about  the  llfttnp  of  the  omb^rpo.  The  Prime 

Uni  star  told  mo  that  his  mind  v>as  rndo  up  to  confer 

^  personally  with  the  President  o^  the  United  states  and 

^  to  arrive  at  a  sneedv  settlement  through  direct  negotl- 

^  atlon.  I  earnestlv  hoped  that  the  Prime  Uinlpter's 

^  leterminatlon  woul^  bear  fruit,  restoring  Japanese- 

^  Nej-lcan  relatlcrs  to  normal  as  soon  as  possible, 

Unhappily,  the  views  of  the  Prime  I’lnlster  proved 

unacceptable  to  America,  while  within  Japan  the  opinion 

was  brought  to  the  fore  that  as  long  as  the  United  states 

"  refused  to  sell  us  the  needed  commodities  we  cor- 

12  ■  » 

polled  to  taV-p  by  force  o^  arms  the  areas  containing 

,4  such  resources.  This,  I  conceived,  put  the  Prime  Minister 

j5  In  an  extremelv  difficult  position, 

„(11)  In  August^  1941  I  was  ordered  bv  Prime 
^7  If.'lnlster  KONOYE  to  study  three  problems.  The  first 

18  jproblem  was:  Can  Japan  provide  herself  with  needed 

19  materials  without  relying  upon  America  and  Bfltaln?  My 
70  lanswer  was  *No.’  I  stated  that  there  was  no  possibility 

21  Lf  Japan’s  become  self-sustaining.  The  second  problem 

22  was:  {Supposing  that  the  severance  of  economic  relations 

23  was  to  continue,  would  Japan  be  able  to  stand  It  for  Its 

24  duration?  I  reported  that  the  severance  of  economic 

25  Relations  would  put  Japanese  economy  In  an  eqfprenely 
'difficult  condition, _but_  asJong  a9_  no  further 
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l^lopnont  oeeurrod  In  Jnpanoan-An^rlcar  relations,  no 

2  conld  roly  on  our  stocVrllos,  oxcoptlnp  potroloun  and  a 
5  fon  other  Itona,  so  that  na  r.)aht  oacapo  a  collapaa  for 
4a  -oar  and  a  half,  or  possibly  tno  years.  I  added  that 
5  in  the  case  of  such  connodltles  as  petroleun,  for  nhloh 
4  the  manufacture  of  substitutes  was  possible,  we  nlpht  be 

7  Lore  or  less  self-sustaining  after  some  years,  provided 

8  that  capital  and  materials  were  permitted  to  be  thrown 
.Into  those  channels.  The  third  problem  waSJ  Supposing 

,8  war  broke  out  and  we  succeeded  In  taking  the  oil-producing 

areas  ^e  the  Netherlands  East  Indies,  would  we  then  be 

I*  able  to  obtain  the  needed  petroleum?  1  reported  that  ] 

J3  immediate  acquisition  of  the  petroleum  would  be  Impossible 

because  military  occupation  wo..ld  necessarily  be  attended 
14 

vflth  snrlous  destruction. 

\  11(12)  About  the  ond  o^  August,  19^1,  whon  tho 

^  rf^octs  o^  thp  economic  severnnee  became  patent,  Prime 
jg  T^lnister  KONOYE  ordered  mo  to  attend  tho  Liaison  Confer 
Lnce.  He  did  so  that  I  m?pht  acaualnt  myself  wUh  the 
2oLtro.sphor-  of  the  Liaison  Conference,  which  would  be 
2j  helpfvl  in  exacting  my  worV  connected  with  the  admlnlstra 

22  t ion  of  national  economic  power,  and  also  to  naVe  replies 

23  to  ouestiops,  if  any,  regarding  economic  problems.  As  I 

24  thought  th.at  the  extent  o^  my  statement  allowable  at  the 

25  1  Conference  depended  on  my  status,  I  asVed  tho  Prim 
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Minister  roparf^i.np  thr*  r.aturo  th^  Liaison  Conforcncn 
and  ny  status  thorolr.  In  accoidanc'’  v/ltb  an  agrooraont 
ralatlvo  to  tto  Liaison  Conforonjo  botv'^en  tbn  Gonoral 
Hoadqinrtors  and  thr  Go^’ornnar.t  taxhiblt  papo 

10,171  of  thr  record),  the  Prl^o  ?!lnlstrr  explained  to 
•no  In  thr  follovinr  trnor: 

'•(a)  ’Persons  who  always  attend  the  meetings 
of  the  Liaison  ConPerenco  are  the  Prime  P.lnlster,  the 
Forrlpr  mnistrr,  f^e  tvo  Chiefs  )f  Staff,  and  the  ’’’ar 
and  Nav'^  Ministers.  Rererdinr  otj’er  I'lnisters,  they 
will  be  asi'rd  bv  the  Prl*»r  I'lnlstf  r  to  attend  when  deemed 

TVhrn  vor  r  presence  is  reauiredj 
will  be  notified 


necessary  by  the  latter 


you  will  receive  orders  '’rom  me  ox  vou 

Chief  Socc*etnrv  of  the  Cabinet.  You  arc 

id*spt  o^  the  Planning 


thereof  bv  th 


e  Conference  ns  pres 
hope  vou  will  bear  th{*t  in  mind  when  you 


Board 

are  asVed  to  speak  at  the  Conference.' 

"I  interpreted  these  words  of  the  Premier  to 
mean  that  I  was  to  attend  thr  Confe.'epcc  as  the  Premier's 
technical  assistant  and  that  I  must  refrain  from  speaking 
except  bv  order  or  with  the  consent  t>f  the  Prime  minister 
tp.von  if  nn  understanding  has  been  reached 
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is  within  th^-  solo  nn^vlo^7  of  a  Vlnlstor  prosont  at  the 
Conforonco,  which  can  bo  oxocutrd  under  his  own  rosponsl- 
blllty,  I  think  ho  can  forthwith  carrv  it  out  without 
roforrinp  the  nattor  to  tho  Cabinet,' 

"I  intorprotod  thoao  words  of  the  Frenlor  to 
iflonn  that  tho  Liaison  Conforonc^  was  not  a  pclicv-docldlnf 
body  oxlsting  over  and  abov^  the  Cabinet,  but  that  it 
was  a  noetlnp  convened  with  a  view  to  reaching  an  under¬ 
standing  through  an  exchange  of  views  as  between  tho 
Governr'ont  and  the  General  Headauarters. 

“The  Liaison  Conference  was  sometimes  convened 
in  the  presence  of  Fls  rajesty.  I  understood  that  tho 
Imperial  Presence  Conference  was  a  kind  of  Liaison 
Conference,  and  not  in  any  way  different  in  character 
from  the  latter,  although  '.velghty  matters  alone  were 
brought  before  it.  I  understood  also  that  ry  status 
thereat  was  exactlv  the  sane  as  at  the  Liaison  Conference 
“(13)  By  order  of  the  Pri®*!  IHnister,  I  attends 
the  Imperial  Presence  Conference  of  Peptewber  6,  19^1. 

I  presume  that  it  was  tho  intention  of  tho  Prime  Minister 
to  have  me  speak  before  the  meeting  in  case  there  arose 
any  occasion  requiring  elucidation  on  economic  matters. 
But  at  the  conference  on  that  dn'^  I  was  not  called  on  to 
speak,  t'oreover,  I  was  a  little  relieved  to  know  that 
the  topic  of  discussion  for  the  dav  really  centered  on 
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I,  an  accused,  resumed  the 
through  Japanese  interpreters 


I  C  H  I 
stand  and 
as  follows 


D IREC  T  EX  AlAI  NAT  ION 

president, 

.ion  oi  the  evidence  on  hehaii  oi  Si«UK 

,,tng):  "(15) 

see  how  hard  pressed  the  Wine 

„  a«v  early  In  October  he 

pnlngout.  one  day  early 

.  he  would  li.e  to  withdraw  fro»  pollti 
,  „cnh.  1  said  that  it  was  too  ,rresp^. 

.  .  _  heart-to-heart 
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having  been  directed  to  make  a  record  of  Its  pro¬ 
ceedings.  On  the  question  of  v/ithdrawal  of  the  armed 
forces  from  China,  there  arose  a  sharp  difference 
of  views  between  the  Premier  and  the  War  Minister, 


so  that  the  meeting  v/as  adjourned  without  having 
reached  any  conclusion,  all  matters  being  reserved 
for  further  study. 

"It  became  quite  clear  as  the  result  of  this 
conference  where  the  thorny  question  lay.  The  Navy 
really  thought  that  the  v/ar  with  America  was  impossible 
but  did  not  desire  openly  to  say  so. 

"The  Army  did  not  necessarily  desire  war, 
but  vigorously  objected  to  the  withdrawal  of  troops 
from  China.  The  Foreign  Minister  was  firmly  of  the 
opinion  that  without  consenting  to  the  withdrav/al  of 

the  negotiations  with 

17 

America  offered  no  prospect  of  success.  The  only  way 

18 

for  the  Prime  Minister  to  avoid  v/ar  was,  therefore, 

19 

either  to  make  the  Navy  formally  declare  its  real 
or  to  make  the  Army  understand  the  un- 
of  the  Navy  and  agree  to  the 

23  withdrawal  of  the  armed  forces 

24  Minister  v/as  in  a  predicament,  because  personally  he' 

25  felt  himself  unequal  to  the  task  either  of  persuading 


the  armed  forces  from  China 


intentions 


expressed  intention; 


I  saw  that  the  Prime 
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"I  thought  that  the  predicament  in  which 
the  Prime  Minister  was  placed  v/as  due  to  the  decision 
of  the  Imperial  Presence  Conference  of  September  6.  . 
After  the  conference,  therefore,  I  asked  the  Prime 
Minister  If  It  was  not  \>dvlsable.  In  the  light  of  the 
discussions  of  the  day,  to  request  the  Throne  to  wipe 
the  September  6  decision  off  the  slate  and  continue 
the  negotiation  vjlth  America.  He  replied  that  as  that 
conference  was  In  any  case  an  Informal  one,  such  a 
proposition  would  be  feasible.  If , he  asked.  He  ordered 
me  to  talk  over  the  matter  thoroughly  with  the  War 
Minister.  So  on  the  following  day  (October  13)  I  went 
to  the  War  Minister  and  submitted  the  proposition.  He 

I 

sal.  that  to  cancel  the  decision  of  the  Imperial 
Presence  Conference  v/lthln  the  brief  space  of  one 
month  and  to  wipe  It  off  the  slate  v/as  a  grave  matter 
for  which  both  the  Government  and  the  High  Command  had 
to  assume  responsibility,  and  he  could  not,  therefore, 
agree  to  the  proposition, , which  could  be  carried  out 
only  If  and  when  the  Government  and  the  High  Command 
leaders  had  been  replaced.  When  I  conveyed  this  view 
of  the  War  Minister  to  the  Premier,  the  latter  said  he 
would  discuss  the  matter  afresh  with  the  former  on  the 
following  day.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  I 
visited  Marquis  KIDO  and  stressed  the  necessity  ®f 
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requiting  ^He  “Emperor  to  nullify  t lie  pt embor  “6” 

Imperial  Presence  Conference  to  enable  the  diplomatic 
negotiations  to  be  continued. 

"(17)  Now  at  the  cabinet  meeting  of  October 

14  the  War  Minister  abruptly  spoke  declaring  that  he 

was  opposed  to  the  withdrawal  of  troops  from  China 

and  that  the  negotiation  with  America  should  be  broken 

off.  This  unexpected  declaration  of  the  War  Minister 

so  surprised  the  Prime  Minister  and  all  the  members  of 

the  Cabinet  that  the  meeting  was  adjourned  without 

any  one  uttering  a  word.  Late  in  the  afternoon  I  was 

calleci  up  by  the  Prime  Minister,  who  enjoined  me  as 
0 

follows : 

"*From  the  attitude  of  the  V/ar  Minister,  as 
\ 

revealed  today,  the  negotiation  with  America  is  impos¬ 
sible.  If  that  is  impossible,  the  Cabinet  can  do 
nothing  but  resign  en  bloc,  and  as  this  resignation  is 
due  to  the  War  Minister's  attitude,  I  v;ant  you  to  go 
and  sound  him  about  his  views  on  the  disposition  of 
the  political  situation  after  the  resignation.  I  have 
to  inform  His  Majesty  concerning  the  post-resignation 
prospects.’ 

"Tov;ard  the  evening  I  called  on  the  War 
Minister  at  his  official  residence  and  conveyed  him 
the  Prime  Minister's  words,  whereupon  the  War  Minister 
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spoke: 

'"I  do  not  like  to  discuss  In  private  a 
subject  \«»hlch  Is  a  matter  of  Imperial  prerogative. 

But  since  you  ask  me,  I  will  say  this.  I  believe 
there  Is  no  one  but  His  Imperial  Highness  Prince 
HIGASnriCUNI  who  can  save  the  situation  of  today.  I 
spoke  about  this  to  Marquis  KIDO  v/hen  re  met  the  other 


"The  reply  of  the  "/ar  Minister  was  to  me 
rather  unexpected.  For  I  had  often  heard  that  Prince 
HIGASHIKUNI  had  exnressed^ his  ardent  desire  for  the 
success  of  Japanese-Amerlcan  negotiations  and  granted 
words  of  encouragement  to  the  Prime  Minister  to  do  his 
level  best  for  attaining  the  worthy  object.  Late  In 
the  evening  I  conveyed  to  Prince  KONOYE  the  v/ords  of 
the  War  Minister.  Greatly  elated,  the  Prince  said: 

"•That  Is  splendid.  Kls  Highness  Is  definitely 
op'-^osed  to  war.  He  has  time  and  again  wished  me  suc»- 
cess  in  our  negotiations  \7lth  America.  I  Intend  to 
speak  to  His  Majesty  to  obtain  Imperial  approval. 
However,  please  communicate  the  views  of  TO JO  and 
mys’elf  at  once  to  KIDO,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal.' 

"(18)  On  the  following  morning  (October  15) 
at  about  9  o'clock,  I  called  on  Marquis  KIDO  at  his 
private  residence,  and  explained' to  him  all  that 
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occurred  on  the  previous  day.  The  f’arquis  said: 

'••It.  Is  not  customary  to  Install  a  member 
of  the  Imperial  family  as  the  head  of  a  cabinet.  Then 
there  seems  to  be  a  group  of  men  In  the  army  who  would 
ma*se  their  way  Into  v/ar  under  premiership  of  His 
Highness.  So  I  will  think  It  over  carefully.' 

"I  reported  to  Prince  KDNOYE  what  Marquis 
KIDO  said.  Then,  a  little  later  the  Marquis  tele¬ 
phoned’  and  I  called  on  him  again.  He  said: 

"’Please  go  to  the  ’ffar  Minister  and  ask  If 
be  can  hold  down  the  army's  war  faction  If  His  Highness 
heads  the  Government  and  decides  against  war.' 

"I  visited  the  War  Minister  and  put  to  him 
Marquis  KIDO's  question.  The  Minister  said: 

"’If  His  Highness  heads  the  Government  and 
decides  on  a  no-war  policy,  and  If  It  cannot  check 
the  Army,  under  whose  premiership  can  It  be  checked? 
But  I  myself  can't  say  just  now  whether  It  can  be 

checked  or  It  cannot  be  checked . ' 

"I  transmitted  to  Marquis  KIDO  these  words 

of  the  War  Minister  Just  as  he  has  said  them. 

"(19)  Early  In  the  morning  the  next  day,  the 
l6th,  I  was  called  by  Prince  KONOYE  and  given  the 

following  errand.  He  said: 

II  ’I  had  an  audience  v/lth  His  Highness  Prince 
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HIGASHIKUNI  last  night.  I  pleaded  with  His  Highness 
that,  in  the  event  the  Imperial  Command  to  form  a 
cabinet  should  come  to  him,  he  would  by  all  means 
accept  it  and  use  his  endeavors  toward  the  adjustment 
of  our  relations  with  America.  The  Prince  said  that 
it  Y;as  a  serious  mattar,  on  which  he  would  like  to 
consult  with  the  War  Minister  and  the  Navy  Minister, 
and  he  would  like  to  have  two  or  three  days  to  think 
it  over.  It  seems  that  His  Highness  was  not  necessarily 
disinclined  to  accept.  No\?  I  believe  it  advisable 
that  he  should  be  first  informed  of  the  nation's 
strength  from  the  President  of  the  Planning  Board. 

So  yrji  will  go  nofw  to  His  Highness  and  offer  explana¬ 
tions  as  you  see  fit.' 

"I  immediately  proceeded  to  the  residence  of 
the  Prince,  and  explained  to  His  Highness  for  about 
an  hour  about  the  actual  state  of  our  national  strength, 
using  the  1941  Commodity  Mobilization  Plan  as  the 
.central  theme.  And  I  spoke  on  the  need  of  a  satis¬ 
factory  settlement  of  the  American  negotiation. 

"His  Highness  expressed  his  agreement  to  my  ^ 
remarks  and  said  to  me  that  v/ar  must  be  avoided  by  all 
means . 

"After  leaving  the  Prince's  residence,  I 
called  on  Iterquls  KIDO  and  made  a  detailed  report  to 
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him  as  to  v;hat  had  transpired  since  the  previous  day. 
He  expressed  his  fears  that  the  assumption  of  premier 
ship  by  a  prince  of  the  Imperial  family  might  create 
undesirable  impressions  both  abroad  and.  at  homoj  that 
there  was  nobody  among  Kis  Majesty's  subjects  who 
could  shoulder  the  responsibility.  However,  he  did 
not  positively  say  to  me  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
formation  of  a  cabinet  by  a  prince  of  the  Imperial 
blood.  In  the  afternoon  the  Prime  I'inlster  said  to 


,  "'As  regards  the  premiership  of  the  Prince, 

I  have  had  word  from  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy 
Seal  to  the  effect  that  it  has  been  decided  not  to 
request  the  Prince  to  head  the  Government.  So  the 
matter  is  dropped.  I  suppose  ?'.arquis  KIDO  has  some 
idea.  The  Cabinet  will  resign  en  bloc  at  once.' 

"Accordingly,  I  tendered  also  my  letter  of 
resignation. 

"(20)  On  the  follo'^ing  day,  the  17th,  I 
visited  Prince  KONOYE  at  his  private  residence  to  • 
thank  him  for  the  kindness  shovm  to  me  while  I  was  in 
office  and  was  engaged  in  a  desultory  chat,  when  the 
Prince  said  to  me  substantially  as  fo?.lov/s: 

" 'Marquis  KIDO  has  telephoned  me  that  TOJO 
is  to  form  a  cabinet.  At  the  same  time,  he  is  to 
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receive  v/ord  from  His  Majosvy  to  carry  on  the 
American  negotiation,  v/lplng  the  September  6  decision 
off  the  slate.  Accordingly,  TO  JO  ’’>lll,  I  believe, 
check  the  v/ar  faction  and  proceed  ivlth  the  American 
negotiation.  So,  you  will  do  well  to  remain  In 
of^*icc  and  help  him,  in  case  he  asks  you  to  do  so. 

If  the  nev;  cabinet  compr4-ses  many  members  of  my 
cabinet.  It  will  show  that  the  new  cabinet  desires 
to  carry  on  the  negotiations  for  peaceful  settlement 
of  the  difficulties  bet'/een  Japan  and  the  United 
States. ’ 

"V/hen  I  was  asked  by  Prime  Minister  TOJO  . 
to  continue  in  my  office,  I  consented  In  conformity 
to  the  foregoing  advice  of  Prince  KONOYE,  seeing  that 
many  of  my  colleagues  In  the  KONOYE  Cabinet  also 
remained  in  office. 

”(21)  My  status  In  the  TOJO  Cabinet  was  the 
same  as  in  the  KONOYE  Cabinet,  viz..  Minister  without 
Portfolio  and  concurrently  President  of  the  Planning 
Board.  However,  there  'vas  considerable  difference  in 
practice.  For  since  Prince  KONOYE  was  my  close 
friend  of  long  standing,  I  volunteered  my  opinion  to 
him  on  soma  political  matters  and  the  Prime  Minister 
himself  asked  my  opinion  for  his  reference  and  Indeed 
sometimes  employed  me  to  conduct  certain  political 
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Cabinet  to  the  following  effect.  ‘It  is  my  desire 

that  you  concentrate  your  energy  on  the  work  of  oconoi 

ic  mobilization  and  not  to  meddle  in  political 

affairs.  You  should  especially  keep  in  mind  that 

the  President  of  the  Planning  Board  is  to  function 

under  the  control  of  the' Prime  Minister.’  Therefore, 

« 

I  endeavored  to  comply  with  his  v/lshes  and  devoted  my^ 
self  to  the  work  of  the  Planning  Board. 


r 
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"(22)  The  attitude  of  General  TO JO  after  he 
became  Prime  lilinister  was  deci'^odly  different  from 
that  assumed  by  him  in  the  last  days  of  the  KONOYE 
Cabinet,  In  order  to  continue  the  diplomatic  negotia¬ 
tion  by  wiping  the  September  6  decision  off  the  slate, 
he  decided  to  investigate  various  questions.  In  this  » 
investigation  I  was  assigned,  at  the  end  of  October, 
1941,  the  following  two  questions,  on  which  I  reported 
to  the  Prime  ilinister  the  conclusions  of  the  Planning 
Board  arrived  at  after  consultation  and  Joint  study  with 
the  Ministries  concerned,  vis.,  the  \Var,  Navy,  Comtierce 
and  Industry,  Agriculture  and.  Forestry,  and  Communica¬ 
tions  Llinistrles. 

"Question  (A).  If  the  rtmerican- Japanese 
negotiations  should  be  broken  off,  and  no  prospect 
exists  for  the  termination  of  the  economic  severance, 
to  what  extent  may  Japan  maintain  her  supply  of  corjnod- 


"The  report  of  the  Planning  Board  was  that 
the  ansv er  would  depend  on  the  descriptions  of  commod¬ 
ities,  to  wit; 

■•'First,  regarding  commodities  available  in 
Japan  proper,  Manchuria  and  China,  some  increase  would 
be  feasible.  In  respect  of  steel,  the  4,700,000  tons 
expected  to  bo  produced  during  the  fiscal  year  1941, 
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lalght  nnnually  be  Increased  by  approxlr.atcly  200,000 
tons* 

"Second,  regarding  comnodlties  to  be  imported 
from  Indo-Chlna  and  Thailand,  a  decrease  due  to  Ameri¬ 
can  andi  British  interference  must  be  expected;  This 
had  to  be  taken  into  account  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
In  194-1  vjhen  Japan  sought  to  purchase  rice  from  Thai¬ 
land,  she  was  forestalled  by  previous  British  pur¬ 
chases.  Hov/ever,  since  the  extent  of  such  Interfer¬ 
ence  was  unforseeablG,  the  report  did  not  contain  the 

amount  to  be  decreased* 

**Thlrd,  regarding  cooEiodlties  to  be  imported 

from  America,  Great  Britain  a^nd  the  Netherlands,  es¬ 
pecially  the  petroleum,  the  prospect  was  anything  but 
bright.  The  annual  domestic  production  of  petroleum 
did  not  exceed  400,000  tons,  while  civilian  consump¬ 
tion  amounted  annually  to  about  1,800,000  tons*  The 
amount  then  stored  by  the  Hrmy  and  Navy,  as  was  di¬ 
vulged  to  the  Planning  Board  for  the  first  time,  did 
not  exceed  8,400,000  tons,  and  the  amount  of  petroleum 
stored  in  the  civilian  circles  had  been  nearly  ex¬ 
hausted  then.  If  the  petroleum  stored  by  the  mili¬ 
tary  was  to  be  employed  for  civilian  purposes  as  well, 
it  would  be  exhausted  however  economized  within  a 
space  of  three  years*  i-oreover,  a  prospect  for  artl- 
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flclal  petroleum  prorluction  was  uy  ixv. 

Tho  construction  of  artificial  potroUum  factories 
«lth  a  capacity  for  producing  5,000,000  tons  annually, 
which  had  been  the  amount  of  peacetime  Imports,  would 
involve  a  great  aurntlty  of  materials  nnc'.  could  not 
speedily  be  realised.  It  could  not  certainly  meet 

the  urgent  needs# 

••Question  (B).  If  should  succeed  In 

the  event  of  war,  in  occupying  the  natural  resources 
_ gva  i-vam-  «nnt.htrn  regions  without  serious  damage, 


According  to  the 
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Ncthe7l.rKls  liast  miles,  It  wouW  necessitate  strict 
economy  In  the  carriage  of  goods,  resulting  In  some 
diminution  In  cosoodltles  production.  In  regard  to 
steel,  the  maintenance  of  nn  annual  supply  of 
4,500,000  tons  could  hardly  be  expected.  It  might 
viell  diminish  to  the  level  of  4,300,000  tons. 

"Second,  imports  from  French  Indo-Chlna  and 

Thailand  and  especially  rice  would  be  reduced  consid¬ 
erably  by  reason  of  military  operations.  The  rice 
shortage  thereby  created  would  have  to  be  made  good  by  | 
substitutes  such  as  sweet-potatoes.  This  might  cause 

no  snail  internal  dlsquieturle. 

-Thirl,  with  regard  to  Inports  fron  the  south- 

ern  areas,  especially  the  petroleum,  the  estimate  could 

not  be  made  by  the  Planning  Board. 

"Inasmuch  as  the  petroleum  was  one  of  the 
strategic  commodities,  the  petroleum  ouestlons  apart 
from  those  relating  to  domestic  production  and  civilian 
requirements  were  studied  by  the  War  and  Navy  minist¬ 
ries  not  allowing  any  participation  by  the  Planning 
hoard  nor  by  any  other  ministry  for  that  matter.  This 
state  of  destruction  or  repairs  of  the  oil  fields 
installations  again  was  closely  related  to  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  military  operations  of  which  the  nannlng  Board 
had  no  knowledge.  Nor  was  the  Plannln^Board  aw^e^ 
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regard  to  the  pe^roj-buiu,  - - - 

Board  had  to  report,  aolaly  relying  oa  the  result  = 
studies  uade  by  the  Army  and  Navy,  ludloatlng  that 
report  »as  exclusively  based  on  the  studies  made  b: 
the  Army  and  Navy.  According  to  the  above  studies 
It  was  estimated  that  the  petroleuci  obtainable  In 
first  year  would  be  about' 300,000  tons  and  In  the 
second  year,  approximately  2,000,000  tons,  provide 
....  ...  ....ihern  areas  could  be  occupied,  after  tb 
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icy  v'as  concretely  nalnf ester?,  in  tne  aeci- 
Imperlal  Presence  Conference  of  Novenber 
Ided  to  withdraw  the  armed  forces  from 
;e  the  negotiations  successful. 

>3)  On  the  other  hand.,  the  Prime  tiinistor. 

to  be  unoblc  to  totally 
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arned,  drop  negotiations  anc’  turn  to  an  oiiensivt* 
against  Japan,  If  Japan  were  destined  not  to  be  able 
to  avoid  v/ar  with  Aaerlca,  the  earlier  It  caue,  the 
more  advantageous  It  would  be  for  Japan,  Therefore, 
the  diplomatic  negotiations  should  be  concluded  by 
the  end  of  November  and  If  no  prospect  of  success 
should  be  In  sight  at  the  beginning  of  December,  the 
decision  for  war  should  then  be  made.  As  one  reason 
for  this  contention  the  High  Command  pointed  to  the 
concentration  of  the  air  forces  In  iiialaya  and  the 
Philippines,  and  the  growing  divergence  In  fighting 

,d  ours,  and  declared 


power  between  the  Allied  forces  an^ 
that  after  the  lapse  of  several  months  the  High  Coraoand 
could  not  be  responsible  for  national  defense, 

"The  Governne-nt,  especially  the  Foreign 
Minister  v/as  putting  up  a  stiff  fight  against  the 
contentions  of  the  High  Comnand,  The  Liaison  Con¬ 
ference  of  November  1  Inr.edlately  preceding  the 
Imperial  Presence  Conference  of  November  5  continued 
In  deliberations  far  Into  the  night  and  Indeed  until 
2  a,u,  of  November  2,  The  High  Command  had  not 
relinquished  Its  contentions  until  the  very  end.  As 
the  result,  the  Imperial  Presence  Conference  of 
November  5  decided,  on  the  one  hand  that  diplomatic 
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negotiations  without  a  noment's  delay  w,ns  ent  vcxjr 
thing  to  be.  done,  and  then  agaiir  -t  the  beginning  of 
Decenbe/  we  could  further  continue  diplomatic  negotia¬ 
tion,  if  American  attitude  allowed  it.  For,  the 
conditions  for  conducting  the  Japanese-Anerican 
negotiations  were  more  favorable  for  settle  lent  than 
at  the  time  of  the  KONOYE  Cabinet,  by  the  recognition 
of  the  withdrawal  of  troops  which  had  so  far  been 

_ I.. _ Ki/  the  armv-  i-oreover,  the  troops 
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However,  this  determination  to  con- 
■American  negotiation,  reached  after 
v/as  nullified  by  the 
I  v/as  given  the  general 
t  the  Liaison  Conference  of 
I  heard  also  the  Foreign  Minister 
tantamount  to  an  ulti- 


tinue  the  Japanese 
all  kinds  of  twists  and  turns, 

American  reply  of  November  26 « 
purport  of  the  note  a 
November  27  or  28 
explain  that  the  said  note  v/as 
matum.  At  the  previous  Liaison  Conferences  I  had  fre¬ 
quently  heard  the  representatives  of  the  General  Head¬ 
quarters  reporting  on  the  strengthening  of  the  British 
and  American  military  preparations  in  the  Pacific 
areas.  Now  being  told  that  the  American  reply  con¬ 
stituted  virtually  an  ultimatum,  I  could  not  but 
sense  that  war  with  America  might  be  unavoidable.  The 
Liaison  Conference  of  that  day  was  adjourned.  As  for 
myself,  1  decided  to  abide  by  the  final  decision  to  be 
arrived  at  by  consultation  between  the  Priie  Minister 
(who  was  also  the  War  Minister)  Ministers  of  the  Navy 
c'/NTia-t  frn  and  the  Chiefs  of  the  Army  and 
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questions  as  niignt  oe  put  to  . . 

netional  economic  strength.  I  did  not,  of  course, 
volunteer  any  explanation.  Ho’//ever,  one  of  the  elder 
statesmen  —  I  think  i'  was  Admiral  OKADa  —  asked  a 
question  concerning  the  shipbuilding  capacity  and  the 
capacity  for  the  production  of  airplanes  in  the  event 
of  /tr.  To  the  former  question  I  answered  that  the 
annual  output  would  be  between  700,000  and  800,000  ton! 
Kegaraing  the  latter  question,  I  replied  that  material! 
were  not  available  at  the  Planning  Board  since  the 
matter  fell  within  the  sole  purview  of  the  military. 
Another  question  was  also  put  by  another  senior  states 
_ ..iinnlv  of  Steel,  to  which  I  made  the 


15  tons 
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needs  to  the  rainimuin* 

"For  some  time  thereafter  I  concentrated  all 
my  energy  on  the  performance  of  my  duties,  with  ha-dly 
any  time  to  spare  to  think  of  any  other  matter.  Prior 
to  December  1,  1941  I  earnestly  wished  for  and  contrib¬ 
uted  towards  the  avoidance  of  the  Anerican-Japanese 
war.  However,  once  the  national  decision  was  made  for 
war,  I  considered  it  my  moral  duty  as  a  Japanese  sub¬ 
ject  to  do  Iny  bit  to  collaborate  in  the  prosecution 

of  war. 

"(28)  It  was  towards  the  evening  of  December 
7  that  I  was  notified  Wiat  there  would  be  a  cabinet 
meeting  the  next  day  (the  8th)  at  7  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  At  about  6:30  a.m.  on  December  8th  when  I 
went  to  the  Prime  Minister's  official  residence  to 
attend  the  cabinet  meeting  I  was  informed  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  of  the  Cabinet  HOSHINO  of  the  attack  on 
Pearl  Harbor  and  knew  for  the  first  time  that  the 
hostilities  were  commenced.  At  the  cabinet  meeting 
the  Navy  Minister  gave  c  brief  explanation  of  that 
operation,  after  which  the  Cabinet  decided  on  the  text 
of  the  Imperial  Rescript  declaring  war. 

"(29)  After  as  before  the  outbreak  of  war, 

my  main  duties  as  the  President  of  the  Planning  Board 
In  t.he  nreoaration  of  an  effective  plan  for 


DliiECT 


SUZUKI 


commodity  mobilization  v/ith  the.  concurrence  of  the 
Ministries  concerned,  without  any  authority  to  compel 
them  and  without  any  power  of  the  execution  thereof. 
Hov^ever,  after  the  commencement  of  war  the  necessity 
for  a  unified  administration  of  national  economic 
power  v/cs  gradually  increased  ana  various  ministries 
came  to  accede  more  easily  to  tlie  opinion  of  the 
Planning  Board,  and  especially  after  the  end  o'f  1943 
the  V/ar  and  Navy  Ministries  themselves  became  less 
Insistent  in  their  respective  demands.  Thus  the 
Planning  Board,  which  functioned  as  a  sort  of  concilia¬ 
tion  board  in  the  pre-v/or  days,  gradually  came  to  command 
prestige  with  the  progress  of  war.  It  did  not  cease 
to  be  a  conciliation  board,  although  the  conciliators 
came  to  command  more  influence  over  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned.  At  the  request  of  Premier  TOJO,  however,  I 
left  the  cabinet  as  v/all  as  the  post  of  the  President 
of  the  Planning  Board  on  October  8,  1943* 


"In  Part  I  of  my  affidavit  I  have  mode  a  gen¬ 
eral  statement  of  facts  concerning  my  case.  During 
its  rebuttal  of  my  motion  to  dismiss,  and  on  other 
occosions,  the  prosecution  referred  to  certain  evidence 
allegedly  tending  to  prove  that  I  hod  participated  in 
a  criminal  conspiracy  as  alleged  in  the  Indictment.  I 
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therefore,  to  neko  further  elucidation  of  facts 
relative  to  each  item  of  the  prose 


and  circumstances 


cution's  evidence. 

'•(30)  Exhibit  179  (F) ,  KIDO's  Diary,  August  7 
1931»  page  1927,  Exhibit  D79  (0),  TvlDO’s  Diary,  October 
7,  1931,  pa.',e  1941  of  the  record  (Illegal  plans  of 


young  offieprs). 

"Upon  hearing  about  a  plot,  later  called  the 
March  Affair,  I  reported  the  matter  to  Colonel  IxACATA, 

with  v.'hom  I  collaborated  to 


Totsuzan 


my  superior 
check  the  plot  from  being  mai:eriallzod. 

'•The  March  Affr^i  after  all  did  net  cone  to 
pass.  However,  after  this  rumor  of  a  plot  had  become 
current,  an  agitation  became  palpable  among  young 
officers  attached  to  the  regiments.  Some  of  them  not 
only  discussed  politics  before  their  seniors,  but 
wjan'h  PS  fsr  as  to  advocate  a  national  renovation  by 
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not,  I  thought,  v/ithout  its  causes.  One  of  the  cousos 
was  that  there  was  an  apparent  deterioration  in  poli¬ 
ticians'  morals,  corruption  casos  involving  thorn  having 
often  been  rumored.  This  naturally  ired  young  offi¬ 
cers.  Another  cause  wos  tliat  economic  depression 
having  then  been  at  its  height,  the  number  of  the  unem¬ 
ployed  was  steadily  increasing.  Also,  soldiers  hailing 
from  the  country-side  had  been  conscripted  from  families, 

in  groat  financial  distress.  It  seemed  to  me  in  a 

* 

sense  quite  natural  that  commanders  of  sections  or 
companies  should,  come  tc  have  a  deep  sympathy  for  the 
state  of  their  subordinates'  families  and  to  look 
forv'ard  to  a  government  capable  of  saving  the  nation 
from  such  economic  distress.  Their  advocacy  of  national 
renovation  v/as  duo  to  these  causes,  I  thought.  In  view 
of  such  circumstances  I  cf:ncluded  that  tho  military 
authorities  were  certainly  in  duty  bound  to  exercise 
the  strictest  control  over  those  subversive  young  offi¬ 
cers  with  the  view  of  maintaining  military  disciplino, 
but  this  alone  might  have  tho  deleterious  effect  pf  in¬ 
tensifying  their  unexpressed  resentment,  unless  the 
statesmen  in  power  wore  pure  and  above  corruption,  and 
unless  more  effective  measures  v;ero  adopted  to  deal 
Y/ith  the  agrarian  problems  and  to  solve  the  problem 
of  unemployment, _ 
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"Thus,  frcm  tho  stondpoint  of  raointoinlng  ormy 
discipline  I  \/as  much  concernod  over  tho  state  of 
domestic  politics.  I  remember  having  said  tc  Marquis 
KILO  and  Baron  HARALA  to  the  effect  that  a  young  and 
able  statesman,  such  as  Prince  KOLOYE,  whe  was  above 
all  reproaches  of  corruption,  should  become  Premier 
and  fem  a  coalition  cabinet  comprising  party  men  of 
known  moral  rectitude,  and  that  t}‘is  v/ould  help  in 
no  small  raeasure  in  maintaining  and  strengthening 
military  discipline.  And  also  a  study  of  the  agrarian 


oven  more  necessary  tnan  tne  sv/PDiii*cbJ.'-u  ux  w*'- 
prices  of  rice.  Hcv;evor,  what  I  had  primarily  in  mind, 
and  spoke  to  others  at  the  time,  was  tho  ways  and 
means  by  which  detorioretion  of  military  discipline 
might  effectively  be  prevented,  which  was  then  my 
chief  concern. 

"(31)  Exhibit  2252,  kilo’s  Diary,  May  17,  1932, 
page  16,215  of  Record  (Re  the  succeeding  cabinet). 

"As  I  stated  above,  I  presented  my  viev/s  to 
my  superior  officers  that  they  should  keep  vigilant 
watch  cn  young  officers.  On  May  15,  1932,  however,  a 
deplorable  incident  occurred.  A  number  of  naval 
officers  and  several  students  of  the  Military  Academy 
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in  collcbt)iT.tion  with  civilinn  extremists  cssassinnte( 
Promnr  IWUKAI,  The  V<or  iiinistry  circles  received  o 
serious  shock  by  this  no’-'s.  Among  ray  collooguos  a 
sentiment  of  self-reproach  wr s  expressed  for  the  fact 
thet  several,  erndidatos  for  army  officers  should  hove 
been  involved  in  such  a  plot.  They  said  military 
rUcriniine  must  bc  racintained  sc  es  to  check  the 


also  expressed  in  this  connection  tnat  one  5uuu«cuj.iib 
cabinet  be  npt  organized  by  the  Seiyukai  Party,  then 
so  generally  condemned  for  its  lack  of  moral  integrity, 
and  that  instead  e  coalition  cabinet  bo  formed  by 
upright  men  so  as  to  facilitate  the  maintenance  of 
military  discipline. 

"When  I  met  Marquis  KILO  after  the  May  15 
incident,  I  gave  him  such  information  about  the  inci¬ 
dent  as  was  available  at  the  V;.,r  Ministry  and  the 
views  and  desires  then  expressed  by  my  colleagues  at 
the  Ministry,  The  passage  in  the  Diary  is,  I  suppose, 

&  summary  statement  rogerding  our  .conversations  at 

• 

that  tine, 

"(32)  Exhibit  2253,  KILO's  Diary,  April  13, 
1933-,  page  16,216  of  Record  (Describing  Russia  on 
absolute  enemy,  etc,) 

~  "According  to  KILO's  Diary  I  am' reported  to 
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said  at  a  banquet  at  Marquis  INOUE's  residence 

an  absolute  enemy  end  that  I  was  opposed 


that  Russia  was 

f 

to  the  conclusion  of  a  non-aggression  .treaty  with  her 
I  do  not  well  remember  the  occasion  but  possibly  I 
may  have  stated  something  to  the  effect  that  so  long 
as  the  Soviet  Union  aided  and  abetted  the  activities 
of  the  Third  International,  v/hich  plotted  to  effect  a 
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Lenchurlr.  woro  hung  cn  the  \/oll  indicating,  o.g.,  the 
state  of  bandit  soldiers  in  Manchuria,  and  I  also  rc- 
nombor  having  explain jd  the  maps  in  answer  to  questions 
put  by  Ccunt  Kiycure  KEIGO,  president  cf  the  society, 
and  that  ha  expressed  his  sr.tisfecticn  with  ray  explana¬ 
tions.  I  absolutely  deny  that  I  ever  made  at  that 
meeting  or  elsewhere,  any  speech  cennoting  the  necessity 
of  military  occupaticn  of  Siberia.  This  allegrticn 
seems  to  me  prcpcstorous  for  such  a  bellicose  idee 
is  contrary  to  my  concepts  of  national  defense. 

"(34)  Exhibit  2266,  KILO'S  Diary,  December 
29,  1938,  page  16,232  cf  Record  (KULOYE  Cabinet  should 
carry  on,  etc.) 

"During  the  period  extending  ^rem  HUgust, 

1936  to  December,  1938  my  official  assignments  were 
at  Manchuria  and  Kyoto.  At  the  end  of  1938  I  was 
appointed  Chief  of  the  Political  Affairs  Section  of 
the  China  Affairs  Beard.  Prince  KOliOYE  was  then  Prime 
Minister,  and  I  w?s  tc  servo  as  one  cf  his  subordinates. 
Before  hardly  tc-n  days  had  elapsed  since  ray  arrival 
in  Tokyo,  I  was  much  disappointed  to  learn  that  the 
KOiNOYE  Cabinet  had  made  up  its  mind  to  resign  en  masse. 
For  I  thought  that  since  the  China  Incident  tc ok  place 
during  the  incumbency  of  Prince  KOKOYE,  it  v/as  too 

I 

Irresponsible  of  him  tC'  leave  his  post  as  Premier 


DIKECT 


without  the  sligntost  prospect  rogoraing  its  solution 
I,  thoreforo,  vont  tr  see  my  old  friend  Marquis  KIDO 
and  told  him  that  the  KOKOYE  Cabinet  should  carry  on 
and  do  its  level  best  tc  liquidate  the  Chine  Incident 
"(^5)  1939*  Talks  with  Gcottc,  page  3»780 
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^  I 

<  .  *  •#  .9  (ij 

'.i ; 


ino^  ncTt  in  the  perfor-irnco  (;f  thrt  duty  v.'ps  that  the 
‘  army  and  Uevy  soparntcly  and  without  any  consultation 
^  with  each  other  dc-mandod  allotments  of  vanodities, 

^  end  that  antaecnism  prevailing  be-tv/ocn  thorn  made  tho 
^  preparation  of  tho  Commedity  MebiliZv  ♦'xcn  Plan  inpossiblOj 
^  Mcrec-ver,  both  the  Army  and  Wavy  kept  its  own  secrets  | 
^  not  .'nly  vis-c-vis  the  outside  v/crld  but  in  relation  to 
each  other.  There  v/as  much  rocsen  tr.  doubt  that  two 
fq-<trrics,  of  one  and  tho  sam.  category,  had  been  con¬ 
structed  separately,  while  cnc  factory  would  surely 

10 

have  been  enough,  and  that  the  manufacture  of  muni- 
j2  tie  ns  if  v;er  or  studios  and  researches  for  their  im- 

13  proveraent  hod  been  carried  on  v/ithout  any  connection 

14  With  each  ether,  thus  involving  no  small  vastd  of  ^ 

15  materials  and  labor.  I  was  of  tho  opinion  that  in  order 

16  to  obviate  this  pdpeble  waste  and  to  make  maximum 
use  of  tho  materials  v/hich  had  been  scanty  in  any 
event,  it  was  imperative  that  the  General  Headquarters 
Urhlch  had  been  divided  into  tho  v/stor-light  compart- 
jments  in  the  shape  of  tho  Army  and  Kavy  Divisions  bo 
'unified  and  a  system  bo  vicrkod  rut  under  which  the  two 

could  then  collaborate  under  a  unified  command.  I 

told  this  to  Marquis  KIDO  v/lv  probably  recerdod  tho 
24  1 

cenversatien  in  his  Diary. 

^  A. 
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"(37)  Exhibit  1107 >  P'pe  10,140,  prge 
33,  pc gc  10,518  of  record;  exhibit  1152,  KIDO'a 
tober  29,  1941,  prge  10,314  of  record.  (Re: 
e  rt  Liaison  Conferences). 

"The  Prosecution  rlleges  thet  I  attended  the 
Presence  Conferences  of  July  2,  Sptember  6, 

5,  end  December  1,  1941.  I  attended  the  lest 
ifrrences.  With  regard  vo  the  Imperial  Presence 
.o  nr  .Tniv  2.  1941.  however,  I  do  not  remember 


exhibit  650,  page  7,074;  exhibit  1241,  page  xu,o^u 
of  record;  exhibit  1267,  orge  11,306  of  record;  (Re: 

Attendance  rt  ’’rlvy  Council  meeting). 

"I  attended  those  meetings  in  the  cape city  of 
on  explaining  member.  An  exolclnlng  member  has  no 
right  to  vote  (exhibit  83,  Organization  of  the  Privy. 
Council  and  Rules  Article  II,  Irttcr  part).  The  func¬ 
tions  of  rn  explaining  member  are  to  make  such  neces¬ 
sary  explrnations  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  ’minister  in 
chrrga.  The  Prime  .Minister  directed  me  to  attend  these 
r>ae  nT'nhrhiv  exoGctine  thct  clucldotions  might 
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wc.r,  involving  f.  stoppege  of  iraoorts  from  Gormcny 

end  the  economic  severoce  effected  by  Amcrice,  Uritcin, 

rnd  the  Ncthcrlcnds,  By  rerson  of  these  events,  Jonen 
ves  confronted  with  the  most  brrin-rccklng  problems 

concerning  the  rordjustmont  of  her  domestic  economy 
which  Wf-s  pieced  in  the  most  difficult  clrcumstcncos. 
Through  stopprge  of  the  Imnorts  pf  petroleum  not  only  . 
from  Americr.  but  clso  from  the  Ketherlends,  the 
petroleum  for  civil irn  use  wfs  exhausted.  The  crude* 
oil  burners,  buses,  trucks  end  motor-ships  (which  letter 
hrd  ployed  on  importent  role  in  domestic  marine  trans¬ 
port  ih  jFoon)  could  not  be  employed,  and  they  had  to 
be  repl£ ced  by  railways  and  soiling  boats  to  meet  the 
needs  of  domestic  transport.  The  embargo  on  scrap  iron 
had  also  fer-rerching  effects.  The  mrnufr.cture  of 
steel  had  to  be  effected  by  the  use  of  iron  ores,  which 
entailed  the  consumption  of  c  large 'quantity  of  coal. 
Moreover,  persons  engaged  in  industries  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  exDort  goods  lost  their  Jobs,  which  created 
serious  problems  for  finding  work  for  the  unemployed. 
Problems  after  problems  came  to  thf  fore,  too  numerous 
to  be  enumerated  here.  If  the  plain  fact  of  the  situ¬ 
ation  hod  bluntly  been  made  public  that  the  economic 
difficulties  confronting* Japan  resulted  from  the  economi j 
blockade  imposed  by  America,  Britain  and  the  Kctherlcnds|, 
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end  thrt  Jpocincsc  economic  life  wrs  on  the  eve  of*  benk- 
rupey,  It  would  heve  inflr.mcd  an  rntl-Amerlccn  natlonrl 
sentiment  so  cs  to  seriously  Impede  our  negotiation 
with  the  U.S.A.  ’"e,  therefore,  mcc  e  use  of  such  phrases 
cs  the  'strengthening  of  nctlonrl  defense  power,'  'war¬ 
time  structure,'  etc.,  to  direct  the  endeavors  of  the 
netlon  toward  Increased  production  end  to  make  the 
people  be  resigned  for  the  time  being  to  the  strained 

state  of  nctlonpl  economy. 

"It  Is  true  that  the  Commodity  Mobilization 

Plan  of  1941  somewhat  Increased  allotments  for  munitions 
of  v/cr  In  view  of  the  International  tension  then  pre¬ 
vailing  cs  well  as  of  the  China  Incident,  but  they  were 
by  no  means  such  as  would  make  a  war  with  America  and 
Britain  feasible. 

"It  may  be  noticed  that  although  various 
economic  plans  were  styled  'Mobilization'  plans,  a 
grandiose  term  apparently  connoting  military  prcpa.ra.tio: 

t 

thov  were,  in  fact,  plans  made  for  the  allocation  of 
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of  the  Plannlnr  Board,  v/hlch  v/r  s  not  iniormcu  , 

x>s€s.  It  may  also  be  noted  thn'.  (conomlc  mobilization 
pirns  were  not  preprred  by  the  Plcnninf  Board  in  an 
autonomous  way.  Various  ministries  orcsented  their 
respective  demands  for  allocrtions  to  the  Planning 
Board,  and  in  ease  the  total  of  such  demands  exceeded  | 
the  amount  of  suoply  for  the  current  year,  the  Planning 
Board  rendered  its  good  offices  by  negotiating  with  • 
various  ministries  so  thrt,  through  mutual  concessions 
and  compromises, -the  total  amount  demanded  by  the 
ministries  be  curtailed  to  the  amount  capable  of  supply 
_ aiinr-tioned  thus  as  a  sort  of  con- 
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concerned  ond  "not  of  the  Picnning  isoera. 

"It  is  rn  error  end  r  misundorstending  for  the 
prosecution  to  Imrly  in  rolir.ncc  on  .Ir.  Llcbcrt's 
testimony  (prge  8,476  of  record)  thnt  I  wes  responsible 
for  the  orgrnizotlon  of  the  Imperial  Petroleum  Conrrny 
(prge  16,931  of  record).  Not  only  were  mrtters  relative 
to  thnt  corapeny  outside  the  purview  of  the  Planning 
Borrd  but  the  Ir.w  regarding  the  formr.tlon  of  the  Imperial 
Petroleum  Company  hfd  already  been  nroraulgrtcd  before 
I  assumed  office,  viz.,  as  early  as  in  blrrch  1941,  in 
pursuance  of  which  the  said  company  was  orgenizaed  in 
r>  ^ 4. ^  rf<v /'.v.  r  o  o  mn'H'.rT*  of  coursc  ovcr  which  I  had  no 


control 
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correctly  stctcs  the  dr.to  on  which  the  lew  was  promul- 

geted,  (ppgc  8,290  of  record). 

'•(40)  Exhibit  1142,  prge  10,231  of  record,  , 
KIDo's  Dlrry,  Seotcraber  29»  194^1  c-xple  net  Ions 

nrde  in  the  Imn.' rir.l  Presence  concerning  rubber  rnd  tin 


resources  in  tne  u. 

"On  September  29,  1941  I  received  r.  telephone 
messrpe  from  Chief  Secretery  MaTSUDAIRA  by  which  I 
wrs  requested  by  Mrrquis  KIDO  to  proceed  to  the  Imperial 
Pf.lcce  and  explcin  to  His  Majesty  concerning  the  rubber 

and  tin  resources  in  the  IT.S.A, 

"The  tenor  of  ray  uxnlrnctlons  wrs,  that  even 
if  as  a  result  of  wrr  the  I'.S.A.  should  be  prevented 
from  importing  rubber  rnd  tin  from  the  southern  rrers, 
it  would  not  imply  any  vital  blow  to  her,  for  they 
might  be  replaced  by  imports  from  South  America.  I 
also  said  that  rubber  could  be  crtificielly  manufactured 
and  that  large  scale  production  of  artificial  rubber 
would  be  feasible  in  the  U.S.A. 

"(41)  Exhibit  2280,  page  16,253,  KIDO’s 
riary;  October  1,  1941,  (Informal  Talks  concerning  our 

I 

Policy  toward  the  U.S.A.) . 

"By  October,  1941,  the  far-reaching  effects 
•f  the  economic  severance  were  beginning  to  manifest 
themselves.  A  section  of  the  Array  circles  which  hr.d 
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minimized  then  became  conscious  of  the  grove  situation 
brought  rbout  by  our  cconemi*  isolation.  The  opinion 
erme  more  cud  more  to  the  fore  that  to  wait  for  any 
successful  negotietion  with  America  would  be  to  welt 
for  the  day  of  our  economic  starvation,  end  that  we 
should  find  a  wey  out  of  thp  predicament  by  taking  an 
offensive  prior  to  the  consunmetion  of  American  war 
prepcrctions .  On  the  other  hendj  flHnc  Jlnlstcr  KONOYE 
seemed  to  have  felt  himself  quite  helpless.  I  called 
on  Mrrquis  KIDO  and  conversed  with  him  on  the  desira¬ 
bility  of  encouraging  the  Prime  Minister  to  redouble 
his  efforts  to  bring  the  Aracrlccn-Jcpanese  negotiotion 
to  r  success. 

"(42)  Exhibit  1148,  page  10,250  of  record; 
exhibit  1147,  prge  10246  of  record;  exhibit  2250, 
page  16,199  of  record  (circumstances  in  the  closing 

days  of  the  KONOYE  Cabinet). 

"At  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  the 'KONOYE 

Cabinet,  I  played  the  part  of  a  m^-ssenger  between 
KONOYE  end  TO JO,  KONOYE  and  KIDO,  and  KIDO  and  TOJO.- 
In  this  liaison  work  I  acted  strictly  os  messenger  and 
the  words  of  these  throe  men  then  conveyed  to  me  ere 

still  fresh  in  my  memory.  , 

•'Therefore,  It  Is  submitted  that  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  produced  by  the  orosecution  those  passages  which 
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f.rc  in  conflict  with  v/hft  i  sttittd  minutely  end  with 
meticulous  core  in  Pert  I  of  my  effidrvit  do  not  con¬ 
form  to  the  nctunl  frets. 

"(43)  Exhibit  1331>  11,943  of  record; 

exhibit  1332,  pegc  11,947  of  record  (The  Sixth  Com¬ 
mittee  rr.d  Outline  of  Economic  ,Counter-plrns  for  the 
Southern  /.rer.s). 

"In  the  Irst  deys  of  November  1941,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  wr.s  inclined  to  the  opinion  thet  the  opening  of 
hostilities  for  netioncl  self-defense  against  /merlcc, 
Britain  art?  the  Netherlands  might  bo  unavoidable  in  view 
of  the  surrounding  circumstances,  and  they  came  to  make 
studies  to  provide  for  such  event.  In  order  to  supole- 
ment  mctcricls  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  said  war, 
the  Cabinet  meeting  of  November  28  decided  to  organize 
as  co.i’Xilttec  consisting  of  the  officials  of  the  Planning 
Board,  and  of  the  Foreign,  Finance,  ’'rr  and  Navy 
Ministries  to  work  out  plans  for  the  development,  ac¬ 
quisition,  and  control  of  resources  in  the  southern 
areas  vAiich  might  possibly  be  occuulcd.  On  I  ecenber  2, 
when  the  opening  of  hostilities  had  been  decided  uuon, 
the  Prime  ..linlster  ordered  me  to  act  as  chclrman  of  the¬ 
se  id  committee  and  to  execute  its  functions  in  collabor¬ 
ation  with  the  members  representing  the  above-mentioned 
ministries.  Tho  instructions  then  given  by  the  Prime 
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Minister  regarding  the  work  of  the  comnittee  were  in 
outline  rs  follows: 


DIRECT 


SUZUKI 


"»Tlio  thing  to  bu  nost  fcrrod  aftor  the 


Britain  and  tho  Nothor 


outbreak  of  wa.r  with  America 
lands  is  that  dubious  and  irrosponsiblo  onterprisors 
procood  to  tho  southurn  aroas  in  a  disorderly  manner 
taking  advajitagu  of  tho  military  oxpodltion.  Thoy  a 


more 


over 
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n  inturpollation  of 
r.iGdo  oxplcinations  as 


Roprust^ntativus  and  in  ropiy 
Roproscntatlvo  SAKURAI,  Hyogoro, 
onort  bv  tjho  nros'-cntlon# 
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position  of  the  govornraunt  rogc.rding  the  goverrunent 

I 

neosure. 

••(48)  Exhibit  1272,  pc.go'  11,353  of  record 
(Ott's  telegram,  concerning  German  decoration.) 

••About  the  end  of  September,  1942,  I  re¬ 
ceived  an  invitation  from  the  Gorman  Embassy  to 

t 

attend  a  ceremony  conferring  decorations,  I  had  no 
interest  in  anj^  decoration  to  be  conferred  on  no  by 
the  German  Government,  for  I  had  entertain  an  antipathy 
to  Nazi  ideology.  I  notified  the  Embassy  declining 
to  accept  the  invitation  (exhibit  2247,  page  16,180 
of  record.)  Indeed,  I  must  confess  that  I  listened 
'with  a  sardonic  smile  when  at  this  Tribunal  0tt*s 
telegrajn  was  read.  After  the  outbreak  of  thp  Russo- 
German  •Var,  I  advised  the  Premier  that  since  Germany 
attacked  the  Soviet  Union  without  giving  any  notice 
to  Japan  and  that  Immediately  after  Japan's  conclusion 

of  a  nonaggression  pact  with  the  Soviet  Upion  Japan 

% 

should  recede  from  the  Triple  Alliance.  I  do  not 
knovv  vAiether  or  not  A*  bassador  Ott  had  heard  of  this 
from  someone  and  concluded  that  ’my  attitude  toward 
Germany  was  ambiguous*  (as  stated  in  the  telegram). 
Ott’s  report  concerning  mo  in  exhibit  1272  contains 
a  number  of  inaccuracies.  I  never  knov^  that  I  was 
called  Vicc-Preraler  of  the  TO JO  Cabinet.  The  order 
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of  rr.nk  in  thu  Japanese  Cebinot  at  official  ovonts 
was  a  sheer  natter  to  be  duternlned  by  court  precedence, 
and  not  indicative  of  any  political  significance  as 
seems  to  be  implied  in  Ambassador  Ott's  statement. 

Apart  from  my  official  relationship  there  was  no 
special  personal  intimacy  between  General  TOJO  and 
myself  such  as  certainly  existed  between  Prince  KONOYE 

I  I 

and  myself. 
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my  residence,  and  as  it  would  have  been  awkward  to 
return  it,  I  just  kept  it, 

"(49)  Rot  Total  V/ar  Institute  (exhibit 

3372,  oage  32,008  of  record.) 

"I  understood  at  the  time  that  the  Institute 
was  a  place  where  academic  studios  v»ero  rade  and 
persons  who  viould  bo  needed  in  time  of  war  were  educated, 

!  I  was  appointed  counselor  to  the  Institute,  but  it  was 
a  nominal  post  officio  accorded  to  mo  as  Chief  of 
the  Political  Section  of  the  China  Affairs  Board,  "'hilo 

I  was  counselor  I  never  visited  the  Institute  and  the 

I 

Institute  did  not  send  rae  nor  did  I  ever  see  any  docu- 
cieni;  embodying  the  results  of  the  Institute  studios, 

"I  remonber  that  I  attended  either  the 
entrance  or  graduation  ceremony  with  other  ministers 
of  state  at  the  invitation  of  the  principal  of  the _ 
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Ins ti tutu.  Howcvor,  in  Docunbur  194-3,  I  cur.sod  to 
be  a  ninistor,  having  resigned  fron  the  TO JO  Cabinet 
in  October  1943,  ••'.nd  moreover,  was  then  traveling 
in  Kyushu  for  about  a  month.  Therefore,  the  steto- 
mont  by  the  witness  BiURAICAKI  that  I  was  present  at 
a  ceremony  in  Docombor  must  surely  be  duo  to  an 
error  in  his  memory, 

"(50)  Exhibit  126,  (Ro*  Decorations.) 

"I  was  conferred  the  Third-Class  Ordor  of 
the  Middle  Cordon  of  the  Rusing  Sun  in  recognition  of 
my  services  in  the  Manchurian  Incident,  And  I  was 
conferred  the  Second-Class  Order  of  the  Double  Rays 
of  the  Rising  Sun  in  recognition  of  ny  services  in 
the  China  Incident, 


"However,  the  former  v/rs,  so  far  as  I  knov;, 
-onferrod  on  all  colonels  in  active  service  without 
any  special  merit.  The  latter  was  conferred  on  iiii 
majors  in  active  service  also  v/ithout  any  special 
merit.  It  may  also  be  noted  that  at  the  time  of  thu 
conferment  of  th«^  two  decorations,  I  had  already  been 
conferred  decorations  af.  the  third  and  second  class 
respectively’  of  other  descriptions, 

"At  Tolcyo,  Japan,  on  this  24th  day  of 
November,  1947."  Signed  "SUZUICI,  Toiichl." 


DIRECT 


SUZUKI 


KR.  LEVIN:  to.  President,  I  should  like  to 

ask  the  witness  one  question. 

Q  Mr.  SUZUKI,  will  you  please  state  whether 

or  not  protests  from  foreign  governments  as  to 
treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  were  ever  presented 
at  any  cabinet  meeting? 


1!R.  LEVIN:  I  believe  some  defense  counsel 
wish  to  ask  some  questions. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  to.  Logan. 

'  MR.  LOGAN:  On  behalf  of  the  defendant  KIDO 

if  the  Tribunal  please,  I  would  like  to  ask  a  few 
questions  on  direct. 

DIRECT  EXAT’INATION  (Contini.od) 


BY  im,  LOGAN: 

Q  Do  you  recall  the  Oglkubo  Conference  that 
was  held  at  Prince  KONOYE's  home  on  October  12,  1941? 


?  You  state  in  your  affidavit  that  you  made  a 
report  of  what  transpired  at  that  meeting.  Is  that 
correct? 


0  Yhat  did  you  do  with  the  minutes  of  the  meet 


A’  I  took  them  down  in  a  small  notebook,  and 


I 


i 
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inune(?iately  after  taking  them  down  I  handed-  them  to 
Prince  KONOYR. 

o  Yhat  did  he  do  with  them? 

A  That  I  do  not  know. 

0  ’.7as  the  Secretary  of  the  cabinet,  TOMITA, 


there? 


another  room  and  did  not  attend  the  conierence 

A  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  there  or  not. . 

n  You  have  heard  the  reading  of  KIDO's  diary 
from  his  affidavit  for  the  date  of  October  12,  194-1, 
have  you  not? 

A  I  did  hear  it,  but  I  don't  recall  exactly  at 
the  present  moment. 

» 

And  do  you  remember  that  KIDO  records  in  there 
that  TOMITA,  Chief  Secretary  of  the  cabinet,  visited 
him  and  gave  him  a  report  of  what  transpired  at  that 
meeting  on  that  day? 

A  I  Ci'id. 

0  And  is  the  repoit  of  that  meeting  as  set 
forth  in  the  diary  entry  of  October  12,  194^1,  correct? 

A  Generally,  the  entry  for  that  date  is  correct 
as  far  as  it  concerns  the  Ogikubo  Conference,  but  I 
should  like  to  say  here  that  the  memo— the  notes  which 
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I  took  on  that  meeting  did  not  cover  any  decisions 
v/hich  were  reached  by  the  ’^ar »  Navy,  Foreign,  and 

I 

Prime  Ministers.  ’”e  ministers  talked  —  discussed 
the  various  problems  among  ourselves,  but  we  were 
not  able  to  come  to  any  decision  on  them. 

THE  MONITOR:  Slight  correction:  "There 
was  no  decision  reached  at  that  meeting.  Therefore 
there  is  no  memo  concerning  any  decisions,"  - 
The  rest  is  correct. 

I 

0  The  last  sentence  of  the  diary,  entry  says 

that  the  Foreign  Minister  should  study  the  above  to 

find  out  whether  it  is  possible  or  not,  that  is,  after 

reciting  the  advice  and  suggestions  which  had  been 
% 

made  at  the  meeting,  and  what  they  agreed  upon. 

In  view  of  that  you  don't  contend  that  Marquis 
KIDO  is  setting  forth  that  there  was  a  definite  agree- 
ment  made  at  the  meeting,  are  you? 

A  I  don't  know  what  TOIIITA  may  have  told  J'arquls 
KIDO,  but  the  notes  which  I  cook  at  the  meeting  did 
not  indicate  that  we  had  reached  any  final  decision 
at  all.  The  last  thing  I  remember  about  that  meet¬ 
ing  is  tiiat  the  Navy  Minister  said,  "Then  I  should 
like  to  have  it  decided  that  the  negotiations  are  to 
be  continued." 

« 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  "’e  will  recess  for  fifteen 
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(’'Thereupon,  at  1445,  a  recess  was 
taken  until  1500,  after  which  the  proceedings 
were  resumed  as  follows*)  • 

I 

MARSHAL  OF  THE  COURT:  The  International 
Military  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East  is  now  resumed. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Logan. 

3Y  MR.  LOGAIT  (Continued); 

Q  In  any  event,  is'  it  not  a  fact  that  the  matters 

/ 

that  were  discussed  at  the  conference  were  left  to  the 
Foreign  Minister  to  give  them  further  study? 


MR.  LOGAN:  Thank  you. 

t 

MR.  LEVIN;  Mr.  President,  I  don't  believe 
‘  any  other  defense  counsel  who  desii^  to 
and  the  prosecution  may  now  cross-examine. 
ACTING  PRESIDENT:  Brigadier  Nolan. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION 


examine 


BY  BRIGADIER  NOLAN: 

Q  General  SUZUKI,  in  your  affidavit,  exhibit  3605 
|on  page  2,  you  state,  in  effect,'  that  by  reason  of  your 

in  China  and  by  reason  of  your  interview 


long  residences 
with  General  Chiang  Kai-shek  in  1927  you  were  sympa¬ 
thetic  with  the  Chinese  nationalist  movement,  and  on 
page  4  of  your  affidavit,  you  state  that  it  was  your 
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conviction  that  Japan  should  assist  and  co-operate 
with  the  new  China  represented  by  the  nationalist 
party. 

Would  you  say  that  the  Army,  the  War  Ministry, 
and  the  General  Staff  were  sympathetic  to  that  nation- 
alistlc  movement? 

A  One  could  not  say  positively  that  all  were  so 
disposed. 

Q  But,  one  might  say  positively  that  some  were 
not  so  disposed? 

A  One  could. 

Q  Now,  in  the  years  1932  and- '33*  you  were 
attached  to  the  Bureau  of  Military  Affairs.  What  were 
your  particular  duties.  General  SUZUKI? 

A  My  duties  were,  first,  liaison  matters  in 
regard  to  military  matters  concerning  China;  second, 
matters  relating  to  Japanese  military  advisers  and 
military  instructors  sent  to  China;  third,  ratters 
relating  to  military  students  of  the  Chinese  Government 
sent  to  study  in  the  Japanese  Array.  Those  were  my 
main  duties. 

C,  And,  did  your  duties  bring  you  to  make  a 
study  of  the  Manchurian  problem  and  the  China  Inci¬ 
dent  in  relation  to  China? 


CROSS 


And,  did  you  go  to  Shanghai  in  1932? 


C,  Why  did  you  go? 

A  The  Manchurian  Incident  had  just  broken  out 
and  at  the  same  time  anti-Japanese  feeling  —  the 
anti-Japanese  movement  in  China  proper  had  been  intens 
ified.  I  was  sent  to  Shanghai  to  investigate  the 
Manchurian  Incident  and  conditions  in  China  proper. 

Q  And,  did  you  go  again  to  North  China  in  May 
of  1933  after  the  Tang-Ku  Truce  was  signed? 


Q  And,  did  you  meet  Hwang  Fu  and  other  Chinese 
leaders  in  North  China? 


Q  And,  after  your  return,  did  you  make  a  report 
to  the  War  Ministry? 


Now,  tell  me,  at  that  time  was  the  Army  con¬ 
sidering  the  revision  of  the  policies  towards  China  as 
a  result  of  the  signing  of  the  Tang-Ku  Truce? 

A  I  have  no  exact  recollection. 

^  Do  you  remember  taking  part^in  any  discussions 
concerning  a  revision  of  policy  towards  China? 


(,  With  your  intimate  knowledge  of  affairs  in 
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China,  how  do  you  explain  the  fact  that  you  were  not 
consulted  about  this  matter? 

A  If  such  a  thing  had  actually  occurred,  I  may 
have  been  consulted,  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  the 
matter  of  which  you  speak  occurring. 

^  Do  you  remember  a  question  of  the  policy  to¬ 
ward  China  arising  in  July  of  1933  after  your  return 
from  North  China? 

A  I  have  no  exact  recollection  on  that  point, 
but  as  a  result  of  the  Manchurian  Incident,  the  Central 
Army  authorities  were  apprehensive  lest  the  military 
movement,  then  taking  place,  should  extend  down  into 
North  China.  I  remember  that  my  superiors  were  racking 
their  heads  as  to  how  to  prevent  this  from  happening. 

BlilGADIER  NOLAN;  Kay  the  witness  be  shown 
IPS  document  314^7  please? 

(Whereupon,  a  document  was  handed 
to  the  witness.) 

Q  And,  will  you  please  direct  your  attention 

to  item  C  of  that  document.  I  think  it  is  marked, 

« 

General  SUZUKI,  in  the  book. 

(V/hereupon,  the  witness  examined 
the  document.) 

THE  KONITOR:  Brigadier  Nolan,  our  copy  has 
no  A-B-C's  on  it.  It  has  1-2-3.  Could  that  be  the 
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that  the  witness  is  confused? 

It  could  be  ”3"  instead  of 


BRIGADIER  NOLAU 


THE  MONITOR 


the  next  page,  is  it? 

BRIGADIER  NOLAN:  Yes.  Have  you  foxmd  it? 

THE  MONITOR:  Yes,  we  found  it. 

(Whereupon,  the  monitor  spoke  to 

the  witness  in  Japanese.) 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  Have  your  assistant  point 

it  out  to  him.  Brigadier. 

BY  BRIGADIER  NOLAN  (Continued) : 

Q  Have  you  found  it.  General  SUZUKI?  Have  you 

found  the  document? 

A  Yes,  I  have. 

(t  Have  you  seen  that  document  before? 

A  I  have  no  recollection. 

Q  Well,  now,  will  you  look  on  it  and  see  what 

is  written  in  handwriting  on  the  front  of  it. 

A  (Reading)  "No.  Hei.  Document  received  from 
, .  . _ A.  cTi7TnfT  nn  12  Julv  19.33.  With  the 


SUZUKI 


CROSS 


35,259 


1 

2 

3 

4 

• 

3 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 

^0 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


Did  you  hfind  that  documtrnt  to  i»;ORISHIMA? 

I  do  not  remember. 

Do  you  remember  seeing  thrt  document  before? 
Mny  I  hrve  a  few  minutes  In  which  to  look 


through  it? 

Q  Certainly. 

(The  witness  exnmlned  the  document.) 

A  On  looking  through  this  policy,  I  cannot 
remember  anything  about  it, 

Q  W^o  was  li.'ORlSHILIA? 

A  There  was  a  section  chief  in  the  Asiatic  Affairs 
Bureau  of  the  Foreign  Office  by  the  name  of  MORISHIMA, 

Q  I  wont  you  to  tell  me  to  whom,  on  the  l2th  of 
July.  1933,  you  delivered  or  caused  to  be  delivered 
•that  document  in  your  hands  to  idORISHIU/i, 

A  I  have  no  clear  recollection. 

Q  Will  you  look  at  the  handwriting  on  it  which 
soys  "Document  received  from  Lt.  Col.  SUZUICI  on  12th 
July  1933..."  and  see  if  that  refreshes  your  recollection 
A  At  the  time  documents  were  exchanged  frequently 
between  our  office  and  the  Foreign  Office  and  this 
document  may  hove  been  oho  of  them,  but  I  have  no 
recollection  of  the  document  itself.  I  cannot  say 
anything  exact  about  it, 

- ? - Why  UOBISHIMA  spy  thst  he  h.d 


SUZDf 


you  hod  giv^ 


or  cause 


be  given  to  him? 


A  Well,  that  Is  a  matter  of  MORISHIMA's 


recollection 


If  It  was  so,  It  may  have  been  me  thot 


sent  It  to  him 


Q  Well,  will  you  admit  that  It  was  you  who  sent 


It  to  him? 


A  I  cannot  testify  here  with  assuredness  that  I 
did  send  such  a  document. 


0  Well,  testify  to  the  best  of  your  ability  as 
to  whether  or  not  you  did  send  It. 

A  I  may  have  sent  It,  but  my  recollection  Is  not 


sure 


BRIGADIER  NOLANi  I  am  going  to  offer  this 


document  In  evidence,  Mr,  President,  In  view  of  the 


answer  of  the  witness  that  he  may  have  sent  It,  but  that  1 
recollection  Is  not  sure,  on  the  ground  that  he  does 
not  deny  what  Is  contained  on  the  face  of  the  document, 
namely,  that  It  was  received  from  him, 

MR.  LEVIN*  We  object  to  Its  admission.  If 
the  Tribunal  please,  on  the  ground  that  the  witness  has 
not  Identified  It  as  his  ov/n,  he  has  no  clear  recollectlo: 


of  It  and  he  states  very  truthfully  the  only  thing  that  h 
can  say  Is  that  there  Is  some  possibility  thr-t  the  thing 
might  have  been  handed  to  him,  but  he  dots  not  Identify 


SUZUKI 


ChOSS 


it  sufficiently  to  permit  its  ndmissibility  in 
evidence. 


BRIGi'JJIER  WOLAK:  To  conform  with  the  ordinary 
procedure,  Isr.  President,  I  should  offer  for  identifi¬ 
er  tion  only  the  bound  file  of  the  Foreign  Of! ice 
entitled  "Chinn  Policy  Reference  tjnterinl,  Volume  I, 
August  1932  to  September  1933";  thnt  for  identifiention 
only. 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT j  Pnmphlet  entitled  "China 
Policy  Reference  Ueterinl,"  compiled  on  September  1933 » 
v/ill  receive  exhibit  No.  3607  for  identification  only, 
(’-.'hereupon,  the  document  above  re¬ 
ferred  to  was  marked  prosecution  exhibit  No, 

3607  for  identification,) 

BRIGADIER  NOLAN i  And  I  offer  in  evidence  the 
item  from  thnt  book,  "No,  Hei'.'V 


iuR.  LEVIN 


Our  objection  goes  to  the  offer 


of  the  excerpt  31^7 -C 


nd  I  might  add,  if 


the  Tribunal  please,  thnt  I  think  the  evidence  disclosed 


that  there  was  another  SUZUKI  on  the  General  Staff  at 


or  about  that  time,  I  cannot  identify  him  at  this 


moment 


ACTING  PRESIDENT*  By  a  majority  the  objection 
is  overruled.  The  document  v/111  be  admitted. 


CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution  document  3I^7-C 


CROSS 
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i  v/ill  receive  exhibit  No.  3607-A. 

I 

(V.'hercupon,  the  document  nbove  re¬ 
ferred  to  v/os  marked  prosecution  exhibit  No, 
3607-A  and  received  in  evidence.) 

BRIGADIER  NOLAN*  I  will  read  only  the  marked 
portions  of  exhibit  3607-A* 


"No.  Hei,  Matters  decided  upon  as  the  opinion 
of  the  Army  in  the  beginning  of  July  1933* 


"Top  Secret  /stamp/  /Reference/ 

"No,  Hei,  Document  received  from  Lt,  Col, 

SUZUKI  on  12th  July  1933,  v/ith  the  note  that  as  the 
V/ar  Ministry  and  the  Army  Gone*rnl  Staffs  have  unanimously 
agreed  on  the  following  gist  of  the  policy,  it  is 
desired  that  the  Government  will  decide  its  policies 
along  the  lines  of  this  document.  iJOHISHIMA  /signed/ 

6  July  1933." 

Lov/er  on  that  page* 


"2,  V/e  must  make  the  North  China  Regime 
suppress  the  National  Party*  s  anti-Japanese  activities 
in  North  China  and  make  the  party  gradually  reduce  itself 
I’ntli  its  final  dissolution." 

And  paragraphs  11  and  12* 
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"Wo  should  ronko  every  possible  effort  to 
prevent  the  foreign  powers,  c-specirlly  U.S.A.,  Britain 
pnd  the  U.S.S.R.  from  expending  their  influence  over 

I 

China  end  from  giving  support  to  the  government  officials 

I  • 

the  impoverished  economic  conditions  of  those  foreign 

powers  and  moke  them  understand  their  ambitions  over 

Chinn  rnd  their  untrustworthiness. 

.  / 

"12.  The  policies  taken  by  the  Nanking  Govern¬ 
ment  up  to  now  based  on  the  platform  of  the  National 
Party  have  been  permanently  and  fund  •'mentally  contra¬ 
dictory  to  the  Empire’s  policies.  V.'e,  therefore,  should 

'  I 

proclaim  to  the  v/orld  that  the  Imperial  Government  as 
well  as  its  people  shall  be  hostile  to  the  Nanking 
Government  os  long  as  it  does  not  alter  its  past  attitude 
towards  Japan,  but  th^t  we  are  willing  to  shake  hands 
with  China  and  her  people  under  Justifiable  and  fair 
conditions  at  the  earliest  possible  date." 
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Q  Now,  General  SUZUKI — 

•  MR.  LEVIN:  I^ay  it  please  the  Tribunal, 

at  this  time  I  ask  that  this  evidence  be  disregarded, 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  we  cannot  make  a  motion  that 
It  be  stricken,  on  the  ground  that  It  appears  fr.m  the 
document.  Itself,  that  this  Is  a  decision  of  the  Army 
General  Staffs;  that  Is,  "the  Army  General  Staffs 
have  unanimously  agreed  on  the  follewlng. . and  that 
It  does  not  appear  that  this  Is  the  statement  of 
SUZUKI,  himself.  This  Is  the  only  form  In  which  I  can 
make  the  objectlcn  because  I  have  no  opportunity  of 
[examining  the  document  practically  before  It  Is  read. 

All  I  ooulc  00  is  glance  at  it. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT:  It  says  "the  War  Ministry 

and  the  Army  General  Staffs  have  agreed..." 

By  a  majority,  the  motion  is  denied. 
q  General  SUZUKI,  reverting,  for  the  moment, 

to  exhibit  3607-A,  would  you  say  that  that  document 

,  _  ♦•rtvioT.rtQ  China  and  the  Nationalist 
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etween  Japan  ano  General  Chlang  Kai-shek? 


•  A  It  was  my  own  private  opinion  expressed 
curing  the  course  of  a  private  conversation. 

Q  Why  didn't  you  tell  him  what  the  policy  of 
the  War  Ministry  and  the  General  Staff  really  was? 

A  According  to  ray  recollection,  the  policy 
of  the  array  towards  China  proper  —  both  before  the 
Manchurian  Incident  and  after  its  outbreak  —  was  a 
desire  for  the  establishment  of  satisfactory  relations. 

Q  And  would  they  do  that  by  making  the  National 
Party  gradually  reduce  Itself  until  Its  final  dissolu¬ 
tion? 

A  I  never  thought  along  those  lines. 

Q  But  you  misled  Hr.  Hu  Lin  as  to  the  real 

intentions  of  your  superiors,  did  you  not? 

A  I  didn't  say  anything  that  was  wrong. 

Q  But  you  neglected  to  tell  him  what  was  right? 


What  was  the  answer? 


Now,  if  you  will  direct  your  attention, 
please,  to  page  9  of  the  English  copy  of  your  affi¬ 
davit,  paragraph  6,  I  observe  you  say  that  you  deeply 
deplored  the  China  Incident,  and  that  In  December  of 
1938  you  accepted  the  post  of  Chief  of  the  Political 
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Section  of  the  China  Affairs  Board?  * 

A  Yes, 

4 

Q  The  China  Affairs  Board,  itself,  was  estab-  ' 
llshed  in  that  same  month  of  December,  I938? 

A  Yes, 

<3  And  you  were  the  first  head  of  the  Political 
Sectian? 

A  Yes, 

Vi  And  you  were  chiefly  responsible  fer  the 
organization  of  the  board,  were  you  not? 

A  I  was  not  one  of  the  chief  persons  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  establishment  of  that  board, 

Q  Well,  you  were  one  of  the  organlzei's  of 
the  board? 

A  Yes. 

(«  The  Prime  Klnister  was  the  president,  and 

certain  vice-ministers  were  vice-presidents? 

A  The  vice-presidents  were  cabinet  ministers, 

Q  Yes,  The  principal  officers  in  China  were 
at  Peiping,  Shanghai;  is  that  so? 

A  Yes. 

Q  And  there  were  other  officers  at  Kalgan,  in 
Inner  Mongolia,  and  at  Amoy? 

A  Yes, 

(j  I  suggest  to  you  that  the  China  Affairs  Board 
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f.aalt  virtually  with  all  matters  relative  co  China, 
with  the  exception  of  matters  relating  to  the  army  and 
the  navy? 

A  The  China  Affairs  Board  handled  matters  In 
China  regarding  China  and  Japan,  but  with  the  exception 
of  foreign  relations. 

Q  Now,  It  handled  Industries,  transportation, 
economic  problems;  Is  that  so? 

A  It  handled  aomlnlstratlve  ~  business  affairs 
In  relation  to  those  Items, 

A  And  Its  control  was  effected  through  the 
North  China  Development  Company  and  the  Central  China 
Development  Company? 


Q  Through  these  companies,  v/hlch  were  i#ntrolled 
by  the  China  Affairs  Board 


the  wishes  or  desires  of 

the  Japanese  Gov.  ’nmont  were  carried  out  In  China? 

*  » 

A  Matters  relating  to  economics  —  relating  to 
economy  In  the  field  of  operations  of  the  two  companies 
were  handled. 


Q  Yes.  And  the  China  Affairs  Board  also  g 
directions  to  the  provisional  governments  In  China 
did  It  not? 

A  They  did  not  give  guidance. 


Well,  what  did  they  give?  Advice? 


Si 
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A  I  believe  they  dl6,  at  times. 

Q  What  did  they  do  about  the  Chinese  school 


textbooks? 


I  don't  remember  well. 


Q  If  I  told  you  that  the  China  Affairs  Board 
revised  those  tertbooks,  would  that  refresh  your 
memory? 

A  Since  textbooks  and  other  cultural  matters 
were  handled  by  the  Cultural  Section,  I  do  not  have  any 
thorough  knowledge  as  to  those  matters. 
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me  the  know  led  pe  you 


Q  Well,  Just  give 

General  SUZUKI. 

A  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  the  China  Affairs 

Board  actually  revised  the  textbooks  of  China  Itself. 

0  Well,  what  textbooks  did  they  revise? 

A  The  very  fact  as  to  whether  or  not  they  re¬ 
vised  the  textbooks  Is  not  In  my  recollection. 

Q  All  right.  Is  there  anything  In  your  recollec 
_ _ 4-v,o  control  of  opium  and  narcotics? 


through  the  political  division 


Q  That  was  exercised 
of  your  China  Affairs  Board,  was  It  not? 

A  No,  I  think  the  matters  relatin'!  to  opium  were 

handled  by  '>he  economic  section. 

n  Well,  .ho  hanrtlea  the  profits  from  the  opium,, 

trade?  Did  you? 

A  No,  I  know  Toothing  at  all  about  them, 
n  Did  any  of  them  pass  throuph  your  hands  or  were 

any  of  then  placed  bv  you  In  a  secret  fundi 
A  No,  absolutely  not. 

Q  Who  was  the  head  of  the  hong  at  Shanghai? 

A  I  don’t  know. 

r  You  said  something  a  few  moments  ago  about 
your  board  not  having  anything  to  do  with  diplomacy. 

Am  I  right  in  saying  that? 
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A  It’-.had  nothing  to  do  with  Japan*s  relations  • 
with  third  nations  In  China. 

0  Is  It  not  a  fact  that  when  the  China  Affairs 
Board  was  being  organized,  there  wa4  opposHlon  to  Its 
establishment  from  the  Foreign  ministry? 

A  I  learned  of  that  later,  but  since  I  was  In 
Manchukuo  at  the  time  of  the  founding  --  up  to  the  time 
of  the  founding  of  the  China  Affairs  Board,  I  did  not' 
know  anvthlng  about  those  circumstances. 

0  You  will  rl^ember  the  resignation  of  Foreign 
??lnlster  UGAKI? 


0  Was  one  of  the  reasons  for  his  resignation  the  • 
creation  of  the  China  Affairs  Board,  and  the  consequent 
limitation  placed  upon  dlulomatlc  relations  with  China? 

A  From  what  Prince  KONOYE  told  me.  General 
UGAKI ’s  reason  f®r  resigning  was  Incomprehensible. 

^  I  suggest  to  you  that  the  China  Affairs  Board 
was  established  and  organized  because  the  military 
authorities  did.  not  want  the  Foreign  Offlcfe  Interfering 
In  China  affairs. 

A  I  never  heard  about  those  circumstances. 

0  Now,  reverting  to  page  10  of  your 'affidavit , 
at  the  top  --  of  the  English  —  I  see  that  you  say  that 
many  of  the  features  of  the  policy  relative  to  the  China 
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Incident  and  decided  by  the  High  Command  and  the  gwern- 
ment  were  diametrically  opposed  to  your  fundamental 
Ideas  on  China.  V^hat  was  the  policy  decided  upon  by  the 
Higher  Command  and  the  government? 

A  The  decisions  that  were  standing  at  the  time 
I  returned  to  Japan  were  that  of  January  1938  and  of 
October  1938  —  these  two. 

Q  Well,  what  were  they? 

A  I  don't  remember  all  the  details,  but  I  will 
tell  you  as  far  as  I  do  remember.  The  general  line  of 

those  two  decisions  wou*e  that  the  — 

Correction:  That  Japan  hoped  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  new  government  in  China,  and  in  cooperation 
\.f.th  that  government  would  work  for  the  stability  of 
East  ^sia  and  for  slno-Japanese  cooperation. 

Q  And  was  that  diametrically  opposed  to  your 

fundamental  idea? 

A  Yes. 

Q  And  what  was  your  idea? 

A  I  felt  that  though  the  array  talked  of  establish¬ 
ing  a  new  regime  in  China,  such  a 'regime  would  naturally 
be  established  under  the  authority  and  Influence  of  the 

Japanese  Army,  and  it  would  be  difficult  -to  hope  for  a 

• 

spontaneous  expression  ef  will  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese 
people.  _ ; _ 


UZUKI 


THE  MONITOR:  To  establish  a  povernment  of 


thirty  Monday  morning 


(v.'hereupon,  at  l600^  an  adjournment 


V 
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was  taken  until  Monday,  15  December  1947, 


